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be internal principle of goſpel holineſs, and entire 
ſubmiſſion to its heavenly doftrines, and the ra- 


tional precepts of Chriſt Jeſus. 
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Titus ji. ver. 11, 12. 


The grace of God that bringeth ſalvation hath ap- 
peared unto all men, teaching us, that denying 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent world, 


HE benevolent father of our ſpirits, 
the author of all - our powers and 
$8 faculties, obſerved the miſeries of his 
— reoebellious children, and the diſtrac- 
tion introduced into the world, by their revolt- 
ing from his laws, and continued oppoſition to 
his authority.“ Wherefore God, from his innate 
kindneſs, and benignity of nature, was moved with 
compaſſion and indulgent pity, to extricate them 
out of thoſe diſtreſſes, in which they were involved, 
and had indiſcreetly brought upon themſelves. 
A 2 On 


Mr. Selden, the greateſt ſcholar and antiquarian of his 
time, who had acquired a knowledge of whatever was con- 
ſiderable, among Jews, Pagans and Heathens, after diligently 
ſurveying the whole, profeſſed this in conference with Archbp. 
Uſher, notwithſtanding he had been ſo laborious in his en- 
quiries, and curious in his collections, and had poſſeſſed a trea- 
ſure of books and manuſcripts on all ſubjects, he could reſt 


his foul en none but the holy ſcriptures, but above all that 


com- 
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On viewing theſe ſcenes of horror, and this me- 
lancholy ſtate of confuſion, infinite goodneſs with- 
cout any other motive, to engage the affections of 
his people, and render himſelf an object of their 
love, and higheſt veneration, ſent his only fon, 
from heaven ; to acquaint them with their danger, 
and whom to apply to, for help and deliverance. 
The intention of which was, to deſtroy every 
degree of vice, and every ſpecie of c6rruption in 
our hearts, as the beſt expedient, to bend the ſtub- 
born wills of finful men, and render them capable 
of ruling vitiated defies ; of preſerving the rights 
of conſcience pure, and its faithful dictates invio- 
lable. When men ere reſcued from the malig- 
nant diſeaſes of ſin, and influenced by the ſug- 
geſtions of unde filed reaſon, and the motions of 
God's unerring ſpirit, they will not only perceive 
the beauty and propricty of chriſtian precepts, 
and their fitneſs to promote unchangeable good- 

| neſs; but the impoſſibility alſo, of recovering their 
primitive rectitude, without forſaking their for- 
mer licentious courſes, and leading new and better 
lives for the future, For if our minds are not 
ſeaſoned with piety, and a reſemblance of God 
in holineſs is neglected, we, after ſuch illuſtrious 
inſtances of mercy, ſhall be rendered wholly in- 
| excuſable, 


comprehenſive paſſage, Titus ii. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, lay 
chiefly on his mind, and moſt remarkably affected his ſoul. 
„ The grace of God that bringeth ſalvation hath appeared 
unto all men, teaching us that denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this pre- 
ſent world, looking for that bleſſed hope and the glorious ap- 
pearance of the great God and our ſaviour, Jeſus Chriſt, who 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people zealous of good works. 
. Theſe things ſpeak and exhort and rebuke with all authority.“ 
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133 
excuſable, and ſubject to the perpetual rebukes 


and menaces of conſcience. For we without 
unfeigned ſorrow of heart, and timely repent- 
ance, ſhall continue in the gall of bitterneſs, 
and in the bond of iniquity. Contideration on 
the divine purity, and the unchangeableneſs of 
God's holy nature, will ſatisfy every ſerious ſtu- 
dious perſon, that whatever methods men pro- 
poſe, or different ſchemes purſue, unleis they 
ſteadily adhere to ſuch as the deity has preſcribed 
and appointed, they will loſe fight of their hea- 
venly guide; fit down in the fearful ſhadcs of 
darkneſs, and in the gloomy horrors of death. 
Obſtinate offenders that oppoſe the doctrines of 
chriſtianity, cannot poſſibly avoid the ſevereſt re- 
flections, and the ſharpeſt cenſures of infinite 
wiſdom, but are obnoxious to the anger of di- 
vine omnipotence, and liable to forfeit the un- 
deſerved and inconceivable mercies of redemp- 
tion. Nothing is more clear to honeſt enquirers, 
than that the goſpel abounds with inſtances of 
God's love and his ſpecial regard for penitential 
tranſgreſſors, which is moſt excellently expreſſed, to 
fill their ſouls with the attractive and lovely charms 
of virtue, and all that bleſſedneſs their reaſonable 
natures are capable of, and were originally de- 
ſigned for. All which ſtupendous mercies, and 
the unſpeakable riches of divine grace, Chriſt 
has purchaſed for them; not with ſuch corruptible 
or periſhable things as ſilver and gold, but with 
his own precious blood, as of a lamb without 
ſpot and without blemiſh; that our faith and 
hope might not reſt in man, but in the mighty 
power of God. So that if our Lord's injunctions 
are 


61 
are deſpiſed, and the wiſe deſigns of providence 
contradicted, we reproachfully follow our vain 
imaginations, ſpurn at the kindneſs of our muni- 
ficent benefactor, and contumeliouſly treat his 
favours, and the bleſſed means of everlaſting ſal- 
vation. By thus rejecting the goſpel mode of 
ſalvation, and the free unmerited favours reſulting 


from it, we fooliſhly oppoſe our own happineſs, 


and purſue the dark inchantments of fin ; the en- 
ſnaring demands of luſt, and every other inju- 
rious and pernicious paſſion. That we may ſhun 
theſe fatal allurements, and the inſeparable mi- 
ſeries that are joined to them, and that will follow 
an intimacy with them ; our Lord in the tender 
bowels of compaſſion, forewarns us of evil ſoli- 
Citations, and the deſtructive conſequences of 
yielding to them, and aſſures us that if his benign 
invitations, and inſtructions, are arrogantly ſlighted, 
we, after ſuch an obſtinate refuſal, can receive 
no ſpiritual advantages, from thoſe bright diſ- 
coveries of pardon and forgiveneſs, which are 


the 


*The pious and judicious Dr. Scot thus affirms, God never 
impoſes laws on us pro imperio, as arbitrary teſts and trials of 
our obedience, nor exacts them of us to ferve himſelf, or to 
advance his own intereſt and greatneſs ; but the chief deſign of 
them is to do us good, to render our lives placid and eaſy, 


and to perfect and glorify our natures. This if we fumly - 


believe, will infinitely encourage our obedience. For when 
I am fure God commands me nothing, but what my own 


health, eaſe, and happineſs requires, and that every law of 


his is both a neceſſary and ſovereign preſciiption, againſt the 
diſeaſes of my nature, and that he could not preſcribe 
leſs than he. hath, without being defective in his care and te- 
covery of my happineſs; with what prudence and modeſty 
can I grudge to obey him, when J ſetve myſelf by it, to the 
nobleſt and beſt Purpoſes in the world. Scot's chriſtian lite, 
part the 2d, vul. 1, chap. 4, 173, 144. 
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the pure effects, of God's diſintereſted love, and cal- 
culated for the ſole good of his creatures. Becauſe 
they are deſigned as rational helps, and as ſove- 
reign Remedies, to revive and comfort the bro- 
ken hearted, and thoſe that are oppreſſed with 
ſorrow ; not only believers of the Jewiſh nation, 
but alſo thoſe among the Gentiles, to gather to- 
gether the Children of God, and incorporate them 


into one holy community ; that being delivered 


from pagan darkneſs, and the impure worſhip 
of falle deities, they may be preſented without ſpot 
or wrinkle, and unblameable in the fight of that 
God; who is of purer eyes than to behoid ini- 
quity. So that unleſs our natures are ſanctified, 
and we are become new creatures, and breathe 
after heaven, and the fruition of heavenly things, 
our touls will naturally cleave to the earth, and 
periſh in the giddy mazes and reiterated rounds 
of animal del:ghts. For though Chriit volun- 
tarily died for ſinners, yet the ſpiritual privileges, 
and ſaving benefits of his death, belong to none 
but tuch, as are waſhed from their ſins in his 
blood, and apparently manifeſt its ſovereign vir- 
tues, by an intire ſubmiſſien to the divine will, 
and the fefulgent light of divine revelation : and 
therefore it we do not c:nform to its efficacious 
precepts, and religiouſly obſerve its invariable 
and reaſonable commands, we ſhall never feel 
its vital power and energy in perfecting that ho- 
lineſs, without which we ſhall never ſee the 
Lord. Or if we turn his grace into wantonneſs, 
we cannot maintain thequiet poſſeſſion of ourſelves, 
nor the celeſtial communications of our God : 
Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they _ ry 
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| 181 
God, the excluſion of all others is determined, 
and there is no revoking this decree, nor any 
other of God's immutable purpoſes. The righte- 
ouſneſs of the kingdom is the direct and cer- 
tain way of entering into it. A few good ac- 
tions performed now and then, 7. e. ſuch as are 
compatible with our ſecular affairs, or convenient 
to ſupport our temporal concerns, are not avail- 
able: but a ſteady uniform courſe of obedience, 
when actuated by true faith and the love of 
God, will render us meet for glory, and our 
happy abode in eternity, where nothing that is 
unclean or unholy ſhall ever enter. This would 
appear moſt obvious, from reading our ſaviour's 
ſermon on the mount, ſuch a ſermon for divine 
and facred wiſdom, as the world never heard 
before; where in the moſt perſpicuous language, 
we may diſcover what diſpoſitions are requilite, 
to prepare our ſpirits for mercy, at the final day 
of retribution ; by having thoſe duties beautifully 
ranged in order, and cleared of all thoſe falſe gloſ- 
ſes, which the ſcribes and phariſees put upon it. 
The tenor and ſcope of which, is to teach man- 
kind to be holy, and all that profeſs the name 
of Jeſus, to avoid the impure and foul embraces 
of fin, and to depart from all iniquity. That 
which gives the goſpel ſcheme the pre-eminence, 
- and renders it infinitely preferable to all others, 
is the purity and exccllency of its precepts, but 
if thoſe precepts are perverted, or employed to 
advance ſuch purpoſes, as God in his providence 
never intended, we debaſe our intellectual na- 
tures, and greatly injure ourſelves, for he that 
ſinneth againſt God, wrongeth his own ſoul. It 
| = 


[9] 
is plain from what has been already obſerved, 
that the main buſineſs of chriſtianity, is not to 
ſtock the head with uſeleſs notions, but to convey 
its glorious light and transforming power to the 
heart, that the mind, or leading faculties of the 
foul, may be rationally moved, and all its pow- 
ers properly regulated, and act under the divine 
direction; otherwiſe, we for our inconſiderate- 
neſs, and not regarding, and improving thoſe 
mercies, which heaven has ſo graciouſly beſtowed 
upon us, ſhall be the moſt wretched, and of all 
beings the moſt miſerable. There is nothing 
will aſſwage the wrath of omnipotence, or avert 
the juſtice of an incenſed Deity, except we be- 
wail our heinous tranſgreſſions, and renounce 
our hateful and deteſtable provocations. The 
gnawing terrors of guilt will recoil; the ſecret 
{tings and ſevere rebukes of conſcience, will fo 
interrupt our peace, and ſo diſturb our tranqui- 
lity, that we can have no intercourſe with God, 
nor ſerious, or pious converſation with men. So 
that whoever encourages licentiouſneſs in him- 
ſelf, or countenances noxious defires in others, 
or draws any ſuch concluſions from God's folemn 
promiſes, and alarming awful threatnings, de- 
clares he is ignorant of their meaning, or wil- 
fully perverts their original deſign and inten- 
tion. To prevent the abuſe of theſe benevolent 
declarations, and tremendous warnings, or that 
men may not deceive themſelves, or imagine 
that the goſpel diſcharged them, from the exerciſe 
of moral duties, or the {ſtricteſt obſervance of its 
uſeful and profitable injunctions; our adorable 
advocate and powerful interceſſor, ſtrenuouſly 
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[ 70 ] 
pleaded for Its maxims, and in words free from 
ambiguity, and perfectly eaſy to be underſtood, en- 
deavoured to convince attentive beings, by argu- 
ments the moſt rational, and inducements the 
moſt cogent and perſuaſive, that he came not to 
deliroy rhe Law, but to fulfil it. For werily I ſay 


' wnto you, till heaven and earth paſs, one jot or one 


tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the Law, fill all be 


fulfilled, But leſt any ſhould doubt of his ve— 


racity, or ſeem to queſtion the truth of his aſ- 
ſertion, he demonſtrated the integrity of his 
heart, by the ſimplicity and unexceptionableneſs 
of his lite, and peremptorily aſſured all his pro- 
ſclytes, that the publick profeſſion of his name 


would not procure the divine approbation and 


acceptance, unleſs they excelled others in real 
holineſs and inward ſanctity, z. e. unleſs they 
were warmed with heavenly affections, and re- 
plete with chaſte deſires, proceeding from the 
nobleſt principles, and the ſublimeſt views, the 
love of God, and of our neighbour, we ſhall never 
be objects of the divine care, or, nor qualified to 
appear þctore perfect purity. For I jay unto you, 
except your righteeuſneſs exceed the righteouſneſs of 
the Scribes and Phariſees, not in external purifica- 
tions, but in ſincerity and truth, ye ſhall in no caſe 
enter tbe kingdom of heaven. The chriſtian law, 
not only reaches to outward action, but it alſo 
extends to the inward man; to all thoſe irregu- 


lar thoughts and vitiated deſires, which are 


raiſed and excited by the deluſory objects of ſin, 
and neglecting the due care of ourſelves, and 
to bridle all our tixrce and boiſterous paſſions, 
For never did any inſtitution of religion, ſtrike 

at 
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( 211 ] 
at the root of ſin in the affections, as this re- 
ligious inſtitution doth, beyond which moral 
purity cannot go.“ So that according to our 
ſaviour's doctrine, raſh anger is looked upon as 
murder, and a wanton glance is taken for adultery. 
For I ſay unto you, that whoſoever koketh on a wo- 
man t0 luſt after ber, bath committed Adultery with 
her already in his heart, Theſe, or whatever tend 
to defile the ſoul, or to break in upon the laws 
of rectitude, are ſubverſive of the mediator's 
government, and the eſtabliſh'd order and har- 
mony of providence, and abſolutely condemned 
by Chriſt himſelf; in the ſacred tranſcript of di- 
vine truth and righteouſneſs. Whatever wild 
frantick opinions men may eſpouſe, or blaſphe- 
moully endeavour to maintain, without our own 
perſonal obedience, and indwelling righteouſneſs, 
we ſhall never recover our priſtine perfection, 
nor be fit for glorified ſpirits in heaven ; that 
unfailing ſource of comfort, and never ceafing 
fountain of bliſs. Thus we ſee what goſpel con- 
ditions are, and on what terms goſpel promiſes 
are obtained; but if we are wiltully deficient in 
duty, or do not hearken to our divige teacher, 


B 2 but 


* Religion is doubtleſs in its own nature ſimple and uni- 
form; and as it is an intire rule of action, equally teſpecting all 
perſons, muſt be ſuch an one, as is ſuited to the general ſtate 
and condition of all perſons. It is a liberal, manly, rational, 
and ſocial inſtitution; and ſuch as confidered in its own ge— 
nuine tendency, is calculated as well, to promote our com- 
mon intereſt and happinrſs in the preſent life, as it is to fit us 
for that better ſtate of being, which is promiſed as its recom- 
pence in futurity, It is fuch a ſervice as is worthy that great 
and good being, who is the object of it to enjoin, and of the 
reaſonable nature of man the ſubject of it to perform, and 


therefare it ought to be had in reverence, and to be held in 
the higheſt eſteem, 


( 12 ] 

but abuſe his manifold favours and inexpreſſible 
bleſſings heaped upon us, nothing ſubſtituted 
in their flead will avail, or be an equivalent 
for our perverſeneſs, or the neglect of rational 
and moral duties. There is no compounding 
with God, nor altering the wiſe and juſt de- 
terminations of his proceedings. No ſuperficial per- 
formances, or pompous ceremonies, will warm 
our cold benumbed affections, and raiſe them to an 
heavenly flame; nor diſſipate thoſe ſinking fears, 
and overwhelming repeated troubles, which like 
the raging waves of the ſea, beat with great vi- 
olence upon us, and make our voyage to eter- 
nity dangerous; and our rough paſſage uncertain, 
and very hazardous. Then ict us not indulge 
hurtful extravagancies, nor traverſe the flippery 
and intricate ways of fin ; but immediately leave 
its perplexing labyrinths, that we may perſevere 
in righteouſneſs, and without any partial re- 
gards, unfeignedly obſerve and obey the rules of 
holy living. For holineſs is the fundamental ar- 
ticle of true religion, and the condition on which 
all our hopes of mercy depend, and without which 
it cannot be obtained. Wouldunderſtanding beings 
renounce their ſenſeleſs vanities, and be inſtructed 
in the ſacred ſtandard of truth, they, inſtead of tra- 
ducing the divine writings, would from their 
oven candid obſervation, ſee abundant reaſon to 
admire them, and to rejoice in their divine light 
and heavenly inſtruction. Becauſe they incloſe 
a beautiful ſyſtem of temporal and ſpiritual wiſ- 
dom, admirably adapted to the different ſtates 
and varicus exigencies of men; and not only 
ſo contrived, as to point out the way to eter- 

nal 
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191 
nal life, but the means alſo of avoiding the miſeries 
of everlaſting death. The ſeveral parts of God's 
bleſſed goſpel, are ſubſervient to theſe ſublime 
views, and included in that generous and ex- 
tenſive commiſſion, which our redeemer deli- 
vered to St. Paul, when he ſent him to the Gentiles, 
to turn them from darkneſs to light, from the power 
e ſatan unto God, that they may receive remiſſion 
of fins, and an inheritance among them that are 
| Jancliſſed by Faith in Chrijt. Though this was the 
apoſtle's commiſſion to the gentiles, and ſent in 
| particular to that idolatrous people, who were in- 
volved in groſs blindneſs, and held the truth in 
unrighteouſneſs, and became vain in their ima- 
ginations; yet it concerned the Jews as well as the 
Gentiles, and ſhould be eſteemed and valued by 
both, as an happy expedient, to dethrone the dire- 
ful empire of ſin, and the tyrannical powers of 
the devil. And if this was ſeriouſly conſidered, 
| men might clearly perceive, the neceſſity of holy 
obedience, and that none can ſupport the dig- 
nity and character of Chriſt's diſciples, but ſuch 
as are renewed by grace,and deteſt the wild mazes 
of impurity, and all the treacherous arts of guile 
and hypocriſy. For this is the will of God, even 
your ſanttification, and not every one that ſaith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, but be that doth the ill of my father which 
is in heaven. For in Chriſt Jeſus neither circumci- 
fon, nor uncircumciſion, availeth any thing, but a 
new creature. It was on this account, that we 
| are ſo often, and earneſtly exhorted not to reſt 
in an outſide profeſſion, but to put off, concerning 
the former converſation, the old man which is 
corrupt, 


n n . 


— V AE. at Gr . 


1441 

corrupt, according to the deceitful luſts, and be 
renewed in the ſpirit of your minds, and that ye 
put on the new man, which after God is cie- 
ated in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. Theſe 
things our.Jeſus primarily reſpected, and which 
he laid the main {ſtreſs upon, as being eſſentially 
neceſlary to our happineſs, to quell our mutinous 
owers within, and all thoſe bitter agitations of 
foul, which often annoy our afflicted minds, and 
deprive us of the benefit of that merciful ſtipu- 
lation, which he has ſealed and ratified with his 
blood. So that if an upright behaviour be 
wanting, and the due government of our paſ- 
ſions neglected, an orthodox faith will not ſave 
us from perdition, nor excuſe the wiltul omit- 
ſion of rational piety, or of preparing for that 
deciſive event, when the all-knowing and all- 
ſecing God ſhall appear in judgment, to mani- 
feſt the ſecret counſels, and cogitations of the 
heart. The reſtoring us to our original freedom 
and recovering us from that bondage and dread- 
ful ſtate of ſlavery, which we plunged ourſelves 
into, 1s in all probability the end of all God's 
diſpenſatzons, particularly that comfortable plan 
of free favour, the redemption of the world, by 
our lord and ſaviour Jeſus Chriſt, who died for 
our fins, and rofe again for our juſtification. 
This ſeems to be the higheſt deſign and moſt 
eneficial ſcheme the divine wiſdom and muni- 
ficence can form, with reference to his intelli- 
gent creatures, to ſettle them in the immortal 
realms above, the world of pure and bleſſed 
ſpirits, We ſee ſomething grand in the conſti- 
tution of our globe, the fituation and revolutions 


of 
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of the heavenly bodies. But all this vaſt fabric 
is mere matter and motion. The ſpiritual and 
rational nature is in itſelf unſpeakably more ex- 
cellent, and the refining and fitting that nature, 
for a general aſſociation in the immenſe ever- 
laſting regions of light, is vaſtly grand and mag- 
nificent, full of honour and happineſs; perfectly 
worthy the moſt high God, and the utmoſt 
ſtretch of his bounty, that our thoughts can 
comprehend, and our limited capacities conceive. 
Revelation opens a ſurprizing ſcene of goodnels, 
and exhibits ſuch an exuberant fountain of bliſs, 
by the marvellous condeſcenſion of Jeſus, who 
is the image of the inviſible God, and the firſt 
born of every creature, as would, were it not 
for our perverſeneſs, warm our hearts with pious 
breathings, and the pure flame of ſpiritual and 
rational delights. This truth is undeniable to 
all, who conſult with candor the divine records, 
from the ſeveral emphatical expreſſions, and the 
ſundry promiſes of grace, that they are ſufficient 
to repel temptations ; to eradicate that bitter en- 
mity in mens breaſts, and that perpetual diſcord 
in the world; which often over-rules the molt 
friendly perſuaſions, and the ſtrongeſt and moſt _ 
convincing arguments, Were goſpel rules and 
directions complied with, and cloſely followed, 
arrogancy and impetuoſity would be reſtrained, 
and unwarrantable deſires, and violent heats aſ- 
{waged ; and we, through the divine efficiency, 
ſhould diſcern the fallacy of carnal joys, the 
falſe luſtre of worldly greatneſs, and be able to 
torm ſome lively ideas, of that prevailing har- 
mony, which the ſaints enjoy in heaven. For 
It 
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it commands kindneſs to the unthankful, love 


to our enemies, and to pray for them, who de- 


ſpitefully uſe us and perſecute us; that being 


endued with theſe angelic tempers, we may be 


the children of him, who maketh his ſun to 
riſe on the evil and the good, and cauſeth his 
rain to fall on the juſt and on the unjuſt. There 


are no duties of moral, or ſocial conduct, our 


Lord with the utmoſt earneſtneſs, has not by 
himſelf, or by his holy apoſtles, enjoined in the 
moſt forcible terms, and recommended to all his 
followers, as the likelieſt method to controul our 
inbred foes, and ſubject them to the doctrines of 
grace. Becauſe theſe moral and chriſtian duties, 
which are of infinite utility to mankind, and 
ſhine with inimitable brightneſs, are bound on 
the conſciences of men with the ſtrength and 
authority of God himſelf ; whoſe power none are 


able to revoke, nor with all their ſubtil ſchemes 


to reverſe. So that it is not a matter of indif- 
ferency, whether we obey or no, for the duties 
that Chriſt required are duties ſtill, and their 
obligation can never ceaſe, nor an habitual or 
wiltul omiſſion be diſpenſed with. In order to 
prevent this negligence, we are aſſured by our 


infallible teacher, that whoſoever ſhall break 
one of theſe leaſt commandments, and ſhall 


teach men ſo, he ſhall be called the leaſt in the 
kingdom of heaven, but whoſoever ſhall do or 


teach them the ſame, ſhall be called great in 


the kingdom of heaven. Whatever flight men 
put on theſe invariable injunctions, it is poſi- 


tively aſſerted by Chriſt, that none will be ac- 


counted of by him, nor had in any reputation 
| with 
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with his father, who do not conflantly obſerve 
his unchangeable laws, and which are not to be 
diffolved or changed at pleaſure. We may learn 
from theſe immutable injunctions, that the moral 
law, is the original teſt of right and wrong, and 
the brighteſt tranſcript of God's effential wiſ- 
dom; which muſt be conſidered as a divine direc- 
tory, and an unchangeable rule of life, to ſteer 
all our words and actions by. Inſtead then of diſ- 
puting about its authority, we ought inviolably and 
immoveably to adhere to it, to ſuppreſs ſiniſter 
views and all malevolent practices; and to lead 
quiet and peateable lives in all godlineſs and honeſty. 
Fer unto them that are contenticus and d not obey 
the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs, indignation and 
wrath, tributation and anguiſh upon every ſoul of 
man that doeth evil, to the Tews and alſo to the 
Gentiles. God deals with uprightneſs and im- 
partially by all, of vbat kindred, people or nation 
ſoever, and excludes none from the ſpiritual privi- 

leges and temporal benefits of this ſalvation, but 
ſuch as exclude themſelves, by wicked works and 
evil courſes, and treaſure up wrath againſt the day of 
wrath, and the righteous judgment of God. I per- 
cicve, * St. Peter, of a truth, that God is 119 re- 
ſpefter of perſons, but in et very nation he that fear- 
eth God and worketh righteouſneſs, is atcepted with 
iim. Perſons who ſaw themſelves loſt by fin, 
and in a ſtate of ſeparation from God, without 
the interpolition of divine mercy, ate now re- 
covered from their miſery, by theſe univerſal de- 
clarations of favour, which like the genial heat 
and warm rays of the lun, convey new life and 
light to their fouls, and add freſh ſtrength and 
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aQivity to their ſpirits. All that accept of Chriſt's 
propoſals, and conſcientiouſly follow his inſtruc- 
tions, may have acceſs to the mercy- ſeat, and by 
one ſpirit unto the father, even thoſe that were Aliens 


' from the Common-weaith of Iſrael, and Strangers 


from the covenant of promiſe, on confeſſing and 
forſaking their grievous offences, will receive the 
reviving influences and the ſaving benefits of the 
goſpel. Wherefore we after ſuch inſtances of 
benignity, ought to uſe our beit endeavours, to 
cruſh every ſpecie of vice, and every ungenerous 
diſpoſition, and act agreeably to thole mercies, 
our creator thus liberally provides us with, and 
does molt bountifully beitow upon us. Becauſe 
we cannot better own our obligations to God, 

nor make more acceptable returns to him for his 
unſpeakable favours, than in een ng kindneſs to 
the neciſſilous, and cultivati ng thoſe benevolent prin- 
ciples, wwhich incline us to compaſſion, to ſuccour the 
friendleſs, to relieve the diſtreſſed, or according to 
St. James, 0 viſit the fatberleſs and widow in 
their aifliction, and to keep curſelves unſpotted from 
the world, Theſe are not arbitrary commands, 
but expreſſions of love, and founded on eternal 
truth, and enforced by the example of Chriſt 
himſelf, the bright exempler of goodneſs and of 
perfect munificence. And therefore theſe duties 
muſt not, on any conſideration be omitted, by 
ſuch as are poſſeſſed of great abundance, as moſt 
agreeable to the genius of our Jeſus, and moſt 
likely to render us chearful and uſeful, through 
the ſeveral dark and buſy ſcenes of action. For 
no illuſtrations of piety ſtrike deeper, or operate 
more powerfully on the heart, or better diſpoſe 


men 
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men to mercy ; to univerſal charity; and the moſt 

extenſive benevolence, than thoſe of the chriſtian 

inſtitution, or any of its ſublime and attractive 

motives. And therefore let none deceive them- 

ſelves, or fooliſhly ſuppoſe, that the bare belief 

of divine revelation, or an inactive fruitleſs faith, 

will be any atonement for impenitency, nor 
| diſcharge them from generolity, or acts of huma- 
nity, or exerting their endeavours, to conquer the 
9 inordinate deſires of the world, and keep off its be- 
witching ſolicitations. Sr. Paul to Titus is particu- 
larly ſtirong to this purpoſe, and in words moſt expreſſroe, 
fays, his is a faithful ſaying, and theſe things I will 
that thou affirm conſtantly, that they who have believed 
in God, might be careful to maintain good works ; for 
theſe things are good in their nature, and profitable 
unto men, 2. e. they are of invariable importance, 
and of ſingular utility and preſent advantage to 
| ſocieties, as well as to every individual. St. Peter 
| exhorts ſuch as embrace the faith, and the glad 
| tidings of ſalvation, and declare themſelves mem- 
| bers of that community, of which Chriſt Jeſus 
is the head, and through whom they derive 
A {piritual life, to join to their faith intellectual 
and moral virtues ; otherwiſe chriſtianity 1s but 
an empty name, or a barren unprofitable ſyſtem, 
and of no ſervice to its profeſſors. Would we 
participate of thoſe rational and celeſtial delights, 
which the profane are utter ſtrangers to, and the 
{coffer has no taſte or reliſh for, we a? add 10 cur 
faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge 
temper ance, to temperance patience, to patience god. 
lineſs, to goclineſs brotherly kindneſs, to brotberly 
kindnefs charity, Theſe are the indelible 1 
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of true chriftianity, and. the cleareſt deſcription 
of our intelligent natures, which if we with fer- 
vour ſtrive to maintain, through the numberleſs 
different circumſtances of human life, we ſhall 
be intereſted in the manifold mercies of God, 
and in his exceeding great and precious promiſes. 
To encourage our perſeverance, and prevent our 
apultacy and fatal degeneracy, we are intreated 
in the moſt perſuaſive and emphatical expreſ- 
ſions, to give all diligence to make our calling and 
election ſure, for i, we do theſe things we ſhall never 
fail, but an entrance ſhali be miniſtred abundantly 
into the everlaſiing kingaom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe evangelical graces, and 
moral virtues, which are ſo many beams of God's 
image, or refiexions of his goodneſs, on reaſon- 
able creatures; muſt be duly obſerved in all our 
contracts and mutual engagements. But if theſe 
facred ties are neglected, we ſhall ſmart ſeverely 
for our remiſſneſs, and never fecl thoſe ſecret 
ſprings of bliſs, which deſcend from the ineffable 
fountain of light, and the pure ſources of un- 
changeable love. Whatever the bleſſed Jeſus 
has done upon earth, or 1s now doing in the 
realms of glory, will never gain us admittance 
into heaven; unleſs we tread in his ſacred ſteps, 
and yield entire ſubmiſſion to the directions and 
preſcriptions of uncorrupted reaſon.* 'The whole 
{ſcheme 
* Reaſon and revelation reflect a mutual light upon one 
another. Natural and revealed religion, communicate ſuch 
ſtrength and firmneſs to each other, as do the ſeveral parts 
of an arch, out of which a ſtone taken at the top, weakens 
the whole frame as much as one at the botiom. Without 
natural religion, revealed religion is a building founded Ta 
; the 
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ſcheme of man's redemption, is according to 
godlineſs, and founded on the unchangeable,re- 
lation of things, and their cloſe connexion and 
inſeparable union with each other; and there- 
fore no arguments can be fairly produced, nor 
conſequences juſtly drawn from, any of its com- 
mands, but what tend to mortify vehement de- 
fires, to raiſe our ſouls above this inconſtant and 
mutable ſtate, and all its fluttering and fleeting 
amuſements. The blood of Chriſt cleanſeth 
from all fin, and is an expiation only, for ſuch 
as are waſhed from its defilements, and puri- 
fed from all its infe&tious and noxious qualities, 
The great high prieſt of our profeſſion, whom 
God raiſed from the dead, has ſuch a regard 
for moral virtue, as renders him inexorable to 

all, 


the ſand : but by the help of it, it is founded upon a rock, 
againſt which we know who has told us, the gates of hell 
ſhall not prevail. Notwithſtanding all the aſiaults of thoſe, 
who have taken great pains, racking their brains for argu- 
ments, and ranſacking all antiquity for teſtimonies, in order 
to invalidate and depreciate that, which if we wanted, we 
ſhould, with all their boaſted light of nature, be like a ſhip 
at ſea, out of fight of land, and without chart or compaſs. 
Bp. Cum. de legibus nature, p. 168, tranſlated by Maxwel. 
The connexion between natural and revealed religion is 
fixed and unalterable; the motives of the latter are ſo ſtrong 
and powerful, to bind us to the performance of the former, 
that whoever pretends to raiſe natural religion above re- 
vealed, leſſens the obligations that tend to enforce it. So 
likewiſe they that depreciate the laws of reaſon, under pre- 
tence of exalting divine revelation, do the greateſt injury 
to itz for they ſap the foundation of all religion, introduce 
enthuſiaſm, eſtabliſh ſuperſtition, and every wild and whim- 
ſical imagination. Ihe laws of reaſon and revelation, go hand 
in hand, and mutually ſupport and ſtrengthen each other; 
were they but once ſeparated, it would be impoſſible for 
either to exiſt or continue long in being. Reaſon, * 
the 
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all, but ſuch as are actuated by his ſpirit, and 


determined to follow that diſcipline and direc- 
tion, which is from above, and cometh down 


from the father of light, with whom there is 


no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of turning. The 


grace of God that bringeth Salvation, bath appeared 


unto all men, teaching us that denying ungodlinefs, 
"ve ſhould live ſoberly, rightcouſly and godly in this pre- 
ſent wworld. The paying that adoration to the deity, 
and regulating our voracious luſts and appetites, by 
the invariable rules and directions of this divine 
compendium, will diffuſe joy and gladneſs into 
bur hearts, and complete and perfect that holi- 
neſs, without which we ſhall never ſee the Lord. 
But if men are ſelf-willed, and obſtinately re- 
fuſe to obſerve theſe injunctions, or the preſſing 
admonitions of conſcience, they are ſwayed by 

per- 


the help of revelation, would not be able to maintain its 
ground, or to ſupport its unqueſtionable authority; and re- 
velation, unaſſiſted by right reaſon, muſt unavoidably loſe 
its weight and efficacy. Iruth commits men into the hands 
of religion, for their improvement in virtuous principles, 
and religion commends men to the dictates of truth, as the 
beſt expedient to advance in virtue, and in the practice of 
morality, Reaſon always approves of religion, as moſt con- 
ducive to its intereſt, and the real happineſs of reaſonable 
beings. Religion readily concurs with the maxims of rea- 
ſon, as the ſureſt method to ſupport its credit with free 
agents, and bring them to hearken to that rule of life, which 
warms the heart with the love of God, and to delight in 
doing acts of humanity and works of mercy among men. 
Reaſon, ſays an eminent writer, is undeſervedly and igno- 
rantly traduced, when it is ſet up and ſhot at as the irrecon- 
cileable enemy to religion. It is indeed the very crown and 
privilege of our nature. A ray of the divinity ſent into a 
mortal body, The ſtar that guides men to Chriſt. The 
lanthorn that leads the eye of faith, and is no more an 
enemy 
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pernicious principles, and the ruling powers of 
ſin, and know nothing of internal vital religion, 
but are totally deſtitute of the power and ſpirit 
of genuine chriſtianity, Becauſe all the parts of 
this pure, and religious ſyſtem, diſcover the uſe- 
fulneſs of juſtice and honeſty, of mutual forgive- 
neſs and forbearance, moderation and flexibility, 
and their ſalutary influences, to all ranks and 
orders of men. Every article in the chriſtians 
creed implies light and love, every petition in 
his prayer, is intended to ſuppreſs impiety and 
profaneneſs; to promote purity and chaſtity ; to 
beget in our minds the ſublimeſt thoughts of 
God, and the higheſt reverence for his infinite 
and incomprehenlible majeſty. Every motive in 
the goſpel, is adapted to the craving deſires of 
our ſouls; to facilitate the general good, and the 
ſpiritual benefit of mankind ; to ſtrengthen and 
eſtabliſh them in virtue and the principles of 
religion; to raiſe their goveling minds and car- 
nal appetites to the inviſible world, to the con- 
templation of our immortal Saviour, and to our 
beneficent and adorable Creator. Were our 
compaſſionate Maſter's doctrines and precepts, 

pro- 
enemy to it, than an obedient handmaid is to a diſcreet miſ- 
treſs. Thoſe indeed, whoſe tenets will not bear the teſt of 
it, and wares go off beſt in the dak rooms of ignorance and 
credulity, and whoſe faith has as much cauſe to dread a diſ- 
covery as their works; theſe I ſay may decry reaſon, and 
that indeed not without reaſon. Nor can I perſuade myſelf, 
that God gave us eyes not only that we may pluck them 
out, and brought us into the world with reaſon, that being 
born men, we might afterward grow up and improve into 
brutes, and become elaborately irrational. No, ſurely reaſon 


is both the image and gift of God, and every degree of im- 
provement, is a further degree of likeneſs to him, who is 


reaſon and perfection itſelf, Dr. South, vol. 4, p. 291, 
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promiſes and threatnings, parables and miracles, 
impartially examined, we on the ſtricteſt ſcru- 
tiny, ſhould be obliged to confeſs, that they 
all harmonize and conſpire in this grand and 
momentous concern, to exalt real righteouſneſs 
to its higheſt perfection; to give us an abhor- 
rence of every thing, that ſtains the human ſoul, or 
debaſes its dignity and ſuperior excellency. This 
I ſhall irrefragably prove, by citing thoſe doc- 
trines and precepts, &c. as they ſeverally fall 
in order; and firſt conſider that fundamental and 
comfortable doctrine of eternal life, which is the 
free gift of God, without any previous diſpoſi- 
tion, or meritorious caule in us. This is freely pro- 
poſed by God himſelf, that inconceivably great 
and good being, who fills heaven and earth 
with his preſence. The purport of which, is to 
diſcover his innate beneficence, and undoubted 
right to our obedience, to perſuade us 2115 
diligence to ſearch cur impure hearts, to cleanſe 
ourſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, 
and to perfect holineſs in the fear and love of 
God. The doctrine of a future judgment is 
levelled againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighte- 
ouſneſs of men, and intended to move the diſ- 
obedient to contrition, and to make due prepa- 
ration for eternity; for that ſolemn and awful 
event, when the Secrets of all hearts ſhall be diſch- 
fed, and God fhall appear in Terrible Majeſty, on 
this grand, and open theatre, to vindicate the ho- 
nour of his juſtice, and 7o judge the world in righ- 
teouſneſs. The doctrine that concerns our Lord's 
crucifixion, and the inexpreſſible ſufferings, and 
bitter agonies, he voluntarily endured, to redeem 
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degenerate creatures from unavoidable ruin, are 
offered as ſo many arguments, to urge them to 
abandon their iniquities, and to cloſe with the 
gracious terms of acceptance. Were theſe holy 
excitements complied with, and the corroding 
maladies of {in removed, men without interrup- 
tion from within, would be able to practice all 
thoſe amiable and lovely virtues, which richly 
beautify the human mind, and render it fit 
for the divine reception, and for the bleſſed 
ſpirits in glory. It was for this important 
buſineſs, that Chriſt without the leaſt force 
or compulſion, came from the retulgent realms 
of light, to viſit thoſe melancholy and dreary ſeats 
of mortality; to obſtruct the pernicious andenvious 
powers of darkneſs, and the malicious ſpirits of 
deceit and wickedneſs. The generous deſign of 
which was, to level the perilous, rough and rugged 
paths of ſin, that truth and righteouſneſs may 
prevail among the different communities of ra- 
tional and intelligent beings. For this momen- 
tous and benevolent purpoſe, be who had power 
ever tnfernal ſpirits, and Legions of Angels at bis 
command, bore the vileſt indignities, and the 
crueleſt treatment 401th Patience, and cur fins in 
his own body, on the ignominious Tree, that we being 
dead unto fin, ſhould live unto righteouſneſs, and 
devote ourſelves, our Souls and Bodies to lis ſervice, 
by whom ve are reconciled unto God, and by whoje 
r ipes we are healed. For this end Chriſt roſe 
from the dead, and entered into his glory, 
adorned with all the marks of infinite Majeſty, 
there to appear at God's right hand, to intercede 
for us in heaven; that we may be a pure and 
holy people, prepared by the etticacy of his put 

or 
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for larger and brighter communications of celeſ- 
tial light, in thoſe immenſe regions of bliſs, 
where there are no clouds to obſcure, nor eclip- 
ſes to darken that glorious light. For this cauſe 
our indulgent Saviour, who commiſerated our 
deplorable wretchedneſs, and the obdurateneſs 
of our treacherous hearts; opened the ſources 
of everlaſting love, and acquainted us with his 
ſecond appearance, and that he will come to 
judgment, to ſcrutinize our paſt actions, 70 Se- 
farate the Gcod from the Bad, and reward every 
man according to his works, Theſe intimations 
ſhould be kept in remembrance, as they ſpring 
from pure kindneſs, and are deſigned to dil- 
courage indolence and inactivity, to make us 
more thoughtful and more vigilant; to ex- 
ert our endeavours 70 be holy, as be that hath cal- 
led us is holy, ſ be ye holy in all manner of conver- 
ſation and godlineſs. Let us then who expect an 
heavenly crown, to taſte the chaſte pleaſures of 
angels, and dwell for ever with the Lord, walk 
boneſtly as in the day, not in riot and drunkenneſs, 
not in chambering and wantonneſs, not in ſtrife 
and envyings, but fut ye on the Lord Jeſus, and 
make no proviſion for the fleſh, to fulfil the luſlls 
thereof : wherefore, let no corr upt communication pro- 
ceed out of your mouth, but that which 1s good to the 
uſe of edifying, that it may miniſter grace unto tbe 
bearers, and grieve not the holy ſpirit of God, 

whereby ye are ſealed unto the day of redemption. 
Thus we fee all the doctrines of the goſpel 
are ſo many topicks of divine and facred elo- 
quence, whereby God addreſſes himſelf to our 
hope and fear, and every other paſſion in «1 
foul, 
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ſoul, that is capable of perſuaſion, to move us to 
temperance and ſobriety, and inward mortifica- 
tion, to the delightful and rational employment 
of devotion. From what has been already ob- 
ſer ved, it is obvious the main deſign of divine 
revelation, was not to fill the head with dry, or 
airy uſeleſs ſpeculations,“ but to render our 
hearts flexible, and more ſuſceptible of divine 
truths, that the mind and leading faculties of the 
foul, may not drowſily lie dormant ; but be 
properly moved and divinely regulated. There 
is nothing in Chriſt's religion uſeleſs, that does 
not tend to influence our wills, to allay the vio- 
lent heat of carnal appetites, to fix our roving 
thoughts and wandering defires on our God, the 
immoveable center of reſt, and the principal 

and only deſireable happineſs of man. 
Moreover, the poſitive precepts of chriſtianity 
are not arbitrarily impoſed, but admirably adapted 
to our reaſon, and formed with proper tenden- 
cies, to correct the depravity of nature, to re- 
cover mental purity, to impreſs our inclinations 
2 | and 


* There are none of our Saviour's doctrines, ſays an 
eminent prelate, calculated for the gratihcation of idle cu- 
rioſity, the buſying and amuſing vs with airy ſpeculations z 
much leſs are they intended for an exerciſe of our credulity, 
or a tryal how far we could bring our reaſon to ſubmit to 
our faith, But as on the one hand they were plain and ſim- 
ple, ſuch as by their agrecableneſs, to the rational faculties of 
mankind, did highly recommend themſelves to our belief; 
ſo on the other hand, they had an immediate relation to 
practice, and were the genuine principles and foundation, on 
which all human and divine virtues are naturally to be ſuper- 
ſtructed. Sermon before the Queen. And therefore no doc- 
trines which contradict our reaſon, and the principles of na- 
tural light, muſt on any conſideration be accounted of, or 
received as articles of farth in religion, 
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and affections, with ſuch weight and energy, 
as will relieve natural infirmities and accidental 
weakneſſes, and add ſtrength and beauty to the 
human mind. The precepts that require our 
belief in Jeſus, are not only guards againſt 


immoral purſuits, but inſtruments alſo, to pre- 


ſerve and forward the practice of rational per- 
formances, and an humble ſenſe of thoſe mer- 
cies, which God of his mere bounty pours 
upon us, and Chriſt Jeſus entitles us to ; by vir- 
tue of his falutary ſufferings, and the power 
of his triumphant reſurtrection. It is clear then, 
that the intention of this belief was to in- 
large and invigorate our mental faculties, and to 
morttfy our evil deeds, that we who were the ſlaves 
of ſatan, and led captive at his will, may deſert and 
abominate his ſervitude, and conform to the will 
of that undiſturbed Being, who 7s not the author 
of confuſion, but of peace and love in all the 
churches of the ſaints. | 

They charge us to attend the public wor- 
ſhip, to behave with decency, and the great- 
eſt propriety and ſolemnity, as thoſe who really 
deſire to learn, and obey the celeſtial precepts 
of Jeſus, not to forſake the aſſembling ourſelves 
togetiver, as the manner of ſome is, but to ex- 
bort one another, and ſo much the more as we ſee 
the day approaching, The ſcripture abounds with 
exhortations to this duty, and the light of nature 
approves its uſefulneſs, i. e. to enlighten our intel- 
lectual capacities, and to diſcover the wondrous 
things of God's law; to excite mental adoration 
to our Maker, and thankfulneſs and gratitude 
to our beneficent and generous benefactor; who 
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encompaſſeth us with Ieving kindneſs and ſurronnds us 
with tender mercies. When engaged in God's ſer- 
vice, and we act according to God's promiſe, we 
ſhall gladly hear the laws of morality explained, 
and the inſtructive and advantageous duties of 
chriſtianity enforced, as neceſſary to remove our 
heavineſs, to animate our expiring hopes, and 

the ſecret filent breathings of our ſouls, 
Attendance in the houſe of God, will, on 
preſenting ſuitable addrefles to him, deaden 
our corrupt affections to the world, and fortify 
us againſt all its inchantments ; againſt all thoſe 
deluſory ſnares, which the enemy may throw 
in our way, to make us ſtrangers to ourſelves, 
and to the hidden myſteries of iniquity. By means 
of his ſubtil devices, we run counter to moral 
obligations, and commit ſuch baſe and ludicrous 
actions, as render us lower and viler than the 
brute, or any other part of the creation. And 
though ſinners are generally thoughtleſs and ſe- 
cure, or ſeldom trouble themſelves much with 
religion, or about the performances of its ſacred 
offices, yet they may be led to aſſemble by cuf- 
tom, by curiofity, or by friendſhip, to furniſh 
themſelves with matter for mirth or ridicule, 
But notwithſtanding ſuch impious diſpoſitions, 
men have been alarmed in the ſanctuary, and 
brought to acknowledge their profaneneſs, and 
to a right underſtanding of themſelves. Their 
conſciences have been awakened, and their ob- 
durate hearts pierced, till they have cried out in 
earneſt, and in the bittereſt agony of ſoul, men, 
and brethren, what ſhall we do to be ſaved, or what 
method ſhall we purſue, to appeaſe the divine 
anger, 
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| anger, or recover our forfeited inheritance, They 

1 enjoin us, to be baptized in the name of Jeſus ; 

| to become members of the church militant, 
that being put under the means of grace, and 
into the goſpel ſtate of ſalvation, we may walk 
7 as children of the light, and as the redeemed of the 
w Lord : but if we follow the works of the fleſh, and do 
= not conſider the ultimate end, for which this holy 
| - ordinance was inſtituted, we loſe its ſpiritual privi- 
1 leges, and can receive no benefit from them; For 
it is not the putting away the filth of the fleſh, but the 
anſwer of a good conſcience, that will aſſwage the ter- 
rors of guilt, or procure the divine pardon and for- 
gtveneſs.s , | 

We bybeing incorporated into that body, where- 
of Chriſt is both Lord and King, are by deteſting 
and forſaking thoſe degrading vices, which pier- 
ced his holy ſoul, and entered his inmoſt ſpirit, 
made fellow citizens with the ſaints, and with the 
bouſhold of God. By admiſſion into the chriſtian 
ſociety, we are not terrified with tremendous ſights 
nor initiated with pain and blood, nor come unto a 
mount burning with fire, as the Hebrews were at 
the giving the lav; but being Proſelytes of the im- 
maculate Jeſus, are come unio mount Zion, and 
unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Feruſalem, and ta an innumerable company of an- 
gels. So that without any terrible introductions 
we, on the rational terms of ſincere repenta e 
and the faith that worketh by love, participate 
of thoſe immenſe privileges, and are brought to 
the general aſſembly and church of the firſt born, 
whoſe names are written in beaven; and to God 
the Judge of all, and the ſpirits of juſi men made 
perfect, and to Jeſus the mediator of the new 


cavenant,. 
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31 
evenant. They command us to frequent the 
Lord's table, to approach that ſacred feaſt with 
devotion, and with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs, and 
gravity, as the nature of this ſacred banquet, 
and feeding on this ſpiritual repaſt requires; to 
renew our baptiſmal covenant, to refreſh our 
memories with the unſearchable, and ſtupendous 
riches of divine grace, that the commemoration 
of Chriſt's paſſion, and his blood flowing with 
love, may imprint on our hearts the moſt fer- 
vent devotion, and produce the ſtrongeſt evidence 
of our love to God, which is intire ſubmiſſion and 
reſignation to his will. The participation of the 
facred ſymbols of Chriſt's body, when enlivened 
with his gracious preſence, who left theſe pledges 
of peace and divine reconciliation, will remove 
ſourneſs of temper and narrownelſs of ſpirit ; and 
inſtead of theſe unſociable diſpoſitions, make 
us generous, Afﬀable, and Courteous, and fruitful 
in all good works, By being freed from thoſe 
evils, and repleniſhed with theſe virtues, our 
inclinations are looſened from the world, and we 
are more cloſely united to God ; we daily increaſe 
in amity and unity with ſociety, and maintain har- 
mony and peace within ourſelves, and concord 
with each individual. But fince our reſolutions are 
fickle and wavering, and our fooliſh hearts de- 
ceivable, and apt to fly from God, the religious 
uſe of this ordinance, and attendance on it, as 
the means to keep us from falling, will, if all 
be not cold within, or there remains any ſpark 
of gratitude, inexpreſſibly endear Chriſt to us. 
It will conſtrain us to live to him, whoſe love a 
peared in his dying countenance, and the —_— 
| Wnic 
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which flowed from his bleeding fide. Here the 
comfortable ſpirit breathes, and God ſpeaks peace 
and conſolation to his people. Here believers taſte 
the ſpiritual manna, and the love of Chriſt to them 
is more ſweeter than wine, or the honey and the 
honey comb. The bruiſed reed becomes a 
ſtrong pillar, in the ſacred temple of God. The 
ſmoaking flax is kindled into an heavenly flame, 
and he in whom all fulneſs dwells, enlightens the 
dark diſconſolate ſoul, and will be made of God, 
unto all fuch as fear and honour him, Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, Sanctiſication and Redemption. Theſe 
precepts are ſimple in themſelyes, and in their 
nature eaſy and ſignificant ; moſt fit to order 
and direct our converſation on earth; to exalt 
our ſouls to the celeſtial world; to the tran- 
ſcendent glories of heaven. The conſtant and 
regular exerciſe of theſe precepts, and being arm- 
ed againſt the terrors of death, will by the in- 
fluences of ſovereign grace, enable us to van- 
quiſh that potent tyrant, and to find a fafe and 
uninterrupted paſſage, through the gloomy hor- 
rors of the grave, to life immortal, and the ne- 
ver ceaſing ſprings of joy. When we have en- 
tered this glorious kingdom, and are made deni- 
zons of this city, we ſhall be companions of the 
righteous, and enjoy one perpetual and everlaſt- 
ing day; a day commenſurate to the unlimited 
eternity of God himſelf, that bright ſun of righ- 
teouſneſs, which is always riſing and never ſets. 

Our Saviour is not only amazingly good 
in his doctrines and precepts, but alſo in 
his promiſes and threatnings, which proceed 


from pure and diſintereſted benevolence, and 
an 
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an earneſt deſire to fave the diſtteſſed; to turn 
the hearts of the diſobedient, to the wiſdom of 
the juſt, to purſue an upright and circumſpect 
behaviour. Theſe bright manifeſtations of divine 
favour and infinite kindneſs, are deſigned to 
alarm the impenitent, to deliver them from the 
guilt and puniſhment of ſin, hat they may eſcape 
the wrath to come, and be preſerved in that tre- 
mendous day, when the incorrigible ſhall be ba- 
niſhed God's preſence, and the righteous reward- 
ed with an everlaſting and incorruptible crown. 
I ſhall now conſider the promiſes, and ſhew 
that none can be benefited by them, but 
ſuch as labour after purity of heart, and ſim- 
plicity of life and manners; zo ſuppreſs all theſe 
Fooliſh and hurtful luſis, which blind the under- 
ſtanding, and drown men in Perdition. So that 
we cannot be countenanced in licentiouſneſs, nor 
be emboldened in any fort of wickedneſs, by 
ſheltering ourſelves under thoſe promiſes, which 
the virtuous only are entitled to, and the incor- 
rigibly vicious totally excluded from. Promiſes 
thus ſtable and abſolutely ſure, cannot poſſibly 
be obtained, except we comply with the terms 
preſcribed, and ſpecified in them, and living as 
becomes the offspring of heaven, and the purity 
of that relation, in which we ſtand to God our 
heavenly father, who tempers his rebukes with 
mercy, and ſweetens his promiſes with love. If 
God's paternal relation be the ground of his kind 
and beneficent affection to us, ſhould it not be 
the motive of our dutiful ſubmiſſion and fi- 
lial affection to him? The obligation is natural, 


from our high deſcent and heavenly original. 
| E We 


(34) 
We are exhorted and excited by this relation, 4 
Obedient children, to be Blameleſs and Harml:ſs, the 
ſons of God, without rebuke in the midſt of a crooked 


and perverſe generation, ſhining as lights in the 
world, The promiſes being conditional, render 


it abſurd to ſuppoſe, that any ſhould be gainers 
by them, or have any intereſt in them, except 
Juch as are Purified by faith, and do by Patient 
continuance in well doing, feek for glbey, Honour, 
Immortality and Eternal life. Whatever men's 
imaginations may be, without the ſtricteſt per- 
formance of moral duties, and the religious ex- 
erciſe of theſe chriſtian graces, they reproach- 
fully build upon the ſand, and can have no ſo- 
lid foundation, or rational hope to depend upon. 
The uſe we ſhould make of 7heſe exceeding great 
and precious promifes is, to ſhun the infectious diſ- 
eaſe of ſin; to cultivate heavenly mindedneſe, 
and the efficacious ſeeds of divine grace, that 
we may participate of the divine nature, and 
eſcape the pollutions of the world, through the 
urgent charms of Juſt, and its bewitching and 
inticing inducements. But if the means are in- 
dolently neglected, or we apply them to other 
purpoſes, than God in his wiſdom intended and 
appointed, we ſhall certainly miſs of heaven and 
happineſs, and with the ſlathful Servant, who hid 
his Lord's talent in the Earth, be themed to the 
infernal pit of miſery, and to inexpreſſible woe. 
Goſpel threatnings are to the ſame purport, 
and formed to route men out of carnal ſecurity, 
and that lethargick ſtate of inſenſibility, which 
apoſtate creatures have inadvertently contracted, 


and ee brought upon themſelves, by op 
poling 


[ 35 1 


Poſing the friendly reprimands of conſcience,God's 
vicegerent in the ſoul, and cheriſhing the de- 
formed and filthy habits of ſin. Perſons of this 
volatile ſpirit, and malevolent caſt, are, through 
the tender mercies of God, and the ſympathizing 
bowels of love, acquainted with the terribleneſs 
of that puniſhment, which will be inflicted on 
ſuch, as deſpiſe thoſe fearful denunciations, and 
will not be brought to correct and mend their 
horrid and deteſtable evil courſes. The intention 
of which was, to put the thoughtleſs and incon- 
ſiderate upon thinking, that they may prepare 
for that decifive event, when the Judge of quick 
and dead, the Creator of men and angels, ſhall 
appear in full luſtre, in the ſplendor and bright- 
neſs of God's infinite Majeſty. Theſe awful 
menaces and intimations of unavoidable ruin, 
are not revealed to terrify the virtuous, but to 
make the vicious ſenſible of their danger, and 
their mournful defection from God, from whom 
they receive life and being, breath, and every 
other ſpiritual and temporal bleſſing. By thus 
ſeeing their miſery, and the vanity of indulg- 
ing human paſſions, the rebellious are often 
brought to conviction, and ſeriouſly to bemoan 
their former wretchedneſs, and to invoke that 
omniſcient deity for mercy, againſt whom 
they have grievouſly tranſgreſſedo, and before 
whom they ſtand ſelf. condemned. Upon this 
ſolemn confeſſion of their fins, and the falutary 
aſſiſtance received from above, contrite ſouls, 
who are inſtructed from heaven, and have taſted 
that the Lord is gracious, are ſo aware of the 
arts of deceit, that they no longer graſp the empty 

E 2 | cloud 
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cloud; but live as thoſe, who live not according to 


the Fleſb, but according to the Spirit, and do mor- 
tiſy the Deeds of the Body. So that whoever con- 


tinues theſe commendable exerciſes, and ſtrives 


to. acquire that compos'd and heavenly frame 


of ſpirit, which the people of God poſſeſs, when 
quitting their clayey tabernacle, will not be 
mocked with ſhadows, nor be diſappointed of 
their hope; but have an eternal reſt with God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, They will then 
have new deſires and ſerene conceptions, and 
all thoſe harmonious tempers, and ſedate holy 
qualitics, with which the ſoul is delighted, and 
are eſſential to permanent ſatisfaction, and the 
enjoyment of ſtable bleſſedneſs. Theſe religious 
diſpoſitions, influenced by the divine ſpirit, me- 
liorate the heart, perſuade the moſt obſtinate and 
moſt perverſe, not to riſque the loſs of their 
ſouls, nor the deprivation of divine favour, for 
the preſent fruition of ſome frothy diverſion, or 
the painful flutter of ſome momentary pleaſure, 
Becauſe theſe irrational and ſenſeleſs amuſements, 
though they may pleaſe ſor a while, and ſooth 
our animal deſires, and vain hopes and expec- 
tations, yet thoſe falſe dclights ſoon vaniſh, but 
the terrible ſting will remain, and without real 
reformation, torment our ſouls in this world, 
as well as in the world to come. But notwith- 
ſtanding theſe ſeverities are due, to the violation 
of undefiled reaſon, and oppoſition to the prin=- 
ciples of religion, we have no cauſe to be inti- 
midated, nor to dread rhe execution of them, 
if we will return to our allegiance, and ſuffer 
clemency and diffuſive benevolence, to cor- 


rect 
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rect our lives, and complete the deſireable work 
of reformation. Theſe are the darling attributes 
and perfections of God, which he takes the 
greateſt complacency in, as being moſt agreeable 
to, and inſeparable from, his pure and unble- 
miſhed nature. And therefore he had much 
rather be diſplaying mercy and love, than in 
taking vengeance on ſuch, as will not conform 
to the divine plan, nor obey the b/efſed Goſpel of 
his fon, whoſe Righteouſneſs is from everlaſting to 
everlaſting ; and whoſe Loving kindneſs endures 
throughout all Generations. So that if ſuch en- 
gaging promiſes, as the revelation of Jeſus pro- 
claims, will not operate on our hopes, and in- 
cline our hearts to goodneſs, nor its threatnings, 
which are cf the longeſt duration, and of the moſt 
terrifying nature, will not work upon our fears, 
nor deter us from affronting infinite Majeſty, I 
know not what will, For in them are con- 
tained and applied every motive, in its full ex- 
tent and latitude, that can diſpoſe men to ſub- 
miſſion, and to yield unfeigned and chearful obe- 
dience to the ſupreme Lord, and only lawgiver. 
The drift and tenor of almoſt all our Saviour's 
parables, is to make us act reaſonably, and con- 
ſiſtently with our rational natures, and that ſupe- 4 
rior rank of beings in which providence has placed 
us, and conſtantly preſerves us. They are de- 
ſigned to make us love God, and to love one 
another, and to abhor immorality and profane- 
neſs: to revive and propagate juſtice and ho- 
neſty in all their ſeveral branches, throughout 
the different and moſt diſtant parts of the globe. 
To inforce piety and ſincerity, charity and ge- 
nerolity, 


„ 

neroſity, and all thoſe tender and feeling ſenti2 
ments, which prompt us at all convenient ſea- 
ſons, to relieve the wants of the indigent and 
neceſſitous; to redreſs the miſeries of the injured 
and afflicted; Or to preſs the obſervance of par- 
ticular duties, ſuch as kindneſs and compaſſion, 
long ſufferance and mutual forbearance, and all 
other profitable virtues, which are of eminent 
ſervice to ſociety, and of ſingular utility to indi- 
viduals. Or elle to diſcourage prevailing vices, 
ſuch as Idleneſs and Lewdneſs, Extravagancy and 
Prodigality, Diſſimulation and Hypocriſy, fraud 
and injuſtice, things prejudicial in their nature, 
and injurious to public peace and tranquility, 
The practice of theſe groſs enormities, and an 
endeavour to humour voracious and greedy ap- 
petites, makes men negle& the rational and 
ſocial duties of religion, and wholly thoughtleſs 
of their main concern, and of making timely 
preparation for futurity, and their unchangeable 
ſtate- in eternity. The removal of theſe epide- 
mical evils, and the performance of theſe {lighted 
virtues, when they ſpring from love to God, 
and are actuated by his free ſpirit, will not only 
fortify our mind, againſt all the aſſaults of the 
deceiver, and the violent attacks of that impla- 
cable enemy ; but alſo preſerve in us, a lively 
ſenſe of all thoſe divine and moral excellencies, 
which brighten every part of our conduct, and 
render us ſerviceable in our ſeveral ſtations, and 
in our different capacities. 'The method our 
divine teacher took, to reprove and convince the 
contumacious and incredulous, the ſupercilious 
and imperious, the haughty, and arrogant, was 


by 
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by parables very expreſſive, and. well choſen; 
not drawn from abſtracted notions, nor the ab- 
ſtruſe ſpeculatians of philoſophers, whoſe heads 
too often dwell in the clouds ; but from things 
ſimilac to things meant, and illuſtrated by ſome 
material repreſentations and actions, frequent 
among men; ſuch as they were accuſtomed to, 
and had been long acquainted with ; as of an huſ- 
bandman's ſowing corn in the field ; of a fiſher's 
throwing his net into the ſea; of a man's look - 
ing for a loſt ſheep; of a maſter's reckon- 
ing with his ſervant ; of the reproachful extra- 
vagancies of the prodigal ſon, and his return to 
his indulgent father, who embraces him in the 
arms of love, and with the tendereſt and warmeſt 
affections; and of the importunity of an oppreſſed 
and diſtreſſed widow, to aſſwage her ſorrows, to 
mitigate her griefs, and to redreſs her grievances 
and lighten her heavy burden. Relations of this 
nature, are eaſily remembered, and perſons of 
the meaneſt and loweſt capacities, can readily 
apprehend and clearly underſtand them. More- 
over the miracles * of Chriſt, are of ſingular uſe 
and of extraordinary benefit to ſuch, as conſider 
thoſe wonders with attentive ſeriouſneſs, to 
make them revere the divine omnipotence, which 


is moſt amazingly and generoully exhibited, not 


In 


* The natural world, ſeems to be ſubject to cer- 
tain regular laws, impreſſed upon all matter at its firſt 
creation, and never to be altered but upon ſome extraordi- 
nary occaſion, requiring the manifeſtation of God himſelf, 
and an awful and folemn appeal to the ſenſes of men. This 
is what we properly ſtile a miracle, and which is not to be 
expected, after the laſt revelation made by Chriſt and his 


holy apoſtles, has been ſufficiently promulged and eſtabliſhed 
in the world, 


* 
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in tragical and frightful ſpectres, or aſtoniſhing 
prodigies, but in works of mercy and compaſ- 
ſion, and of the moſt benevolent actions, in 
raiſing the dejected and oppreſſed ſpirits of men, 
and reſtoring them to their priſtine ſoundneſs, 
and their primitive ſtate of alacrity. For they not 
only engage the affections, ſtrike the mind with 
the deepeſt awe and the profoundeſt reverence, 
and cauſe it filently to adore that power, which it 
cannot poſſibly comprehend, nor is able to de- 
ſcribe, but they are alſo evidences of divine be- 
nignity, and of that diffuſive bounty, that over- 
flows the whole creation, and renders its vaſt 
productions beneficial and ſerviceable, for the 
preſervation and ſupport of every living crea- 
ture. They admirably diſplay that paſſionate 
concern, and thoſe bowels of infinite tenderneſs, 
which our all- ſufficient Saviour, and ſkilful phy- 
ſician of ſoul and body, exerciſed for the ſpiri- 
tual and temporal welfare of mankind, by his 
going about doing good, and healing the moſt 
ſtubborn and inveterate diſeaſes, the ſharpeſt and 
acuteſt diſtempers, without any external or out- 
ward application. Theſe are irrefragabie indi- 
cations of God's love, and demonſtrations of his 
fatherly. care, and the tranſcendent munificence 
of Jeſus, our for ever indulgent redeemer. Theſe 
illuſtrious inſtances of mercy, are ſufficient to lower 
our pride and ſelf-conceit; to inſpire our hearts 
with ſpiritual freedom; to eievate our thoughts 
to God, to contemplate the divine power and 
wiſdom, which ſhines ſo viſibly in pure minds, 
in the Renovation and Salvation of forrowful and 
returning tranſgreſſors. Here let it be carefully 

re- 
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remarked, and often remembered, that among 
our bleſſed Lord's miracles, there are none that 
brought grief, or did harm to any one's perſon ; 
but all contributed to the eaſe and relief of the 
ſorrowful and diſtreſſcd. They adminiſtred food 
to the Hungry, and ſupplies to thoſe in want 
and neceſſity, and brought ſeaſonable help and de- 
liverance to thoſe in imminent danger, and that 
were almoſl ready to periſh. How can we but 
admire that aſtoniſhing power, which runs thro' 
this mighty fabric, and the various tribes of diffe- 
rent animals, and numberleſs myriads of inanimate 
creatures, when we ſee it ſo liberally employed, in 
recovering ſight to the blind, fect to the lame, and 
calling the dead back to life again; Oh power tru- 
ly divine, thus kindly exerted, in curing the ſick of 
their diſeaſes, and reſtoring health to thoſe, who 
were ready to expire, and paſt all hopes of reco- 
very; not to a feeble and languiſhing ſtate, but to 
confirmed health and ſtrength ; to the juſt uſe and 
enjoyment of every organ and faculty in ſull per- 
fection. By theſe ſupernatural and matchicts won- 
ders, and inſtantaneouſly repairing natural infirmi- 
ties and accidental defects, our adorable Redeemer, 
the Lord and judge of the world, proved his Divi- 
nity and his Miſſion. Wonders of gentleneſs and 
beneficence, of kindneſs and love, ſuch as allure us 
with their charms, and draw us with the cords 
of a man, and are undeniable tokens of God's 
immediate preſence, and uncontroulable power 
and dominion over univerſal nature, Having 
now conſidered the Goipel doctrines and pre- 
cepts, threatnings and promiſes, parables and 
miracles, and ſhewn that no ſyſtem is better fit- 
ted, to exterminate vice and impiety; to retard 
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the nauſeous torrents of prophaneneſs, and the 
floods of ungodlineſs, than that which is taught 
by our Jeſus, and revealed in ſcripture for our 
inſtruction and edification. Nor can the impor- 
tance and neceſſity of virtue be repreſented to 
greater advantage, or an expedient better devi- 


fed, than that which is propoſed by Chriſt, and 


taken in the counſel of heaven, to preſerve the 


human ſpecie from ruin, and reconcile them to 
an incenſed God. For what can better enforce 
moral obligation, and engage us more to watch 
over ourſelves, and over all our words and actions, 
than the example of the Son of God, flowing 
from the pureſt benevolence; that perfect pattern 
of unſullicd purity, which is ſo conſpicuous and ex- 
quiſite in all its parts? * Nor will any thing ſhine 
brighter, or do ſo great honour to human nature, as 
clothing it with the beautiful robes of inno- 
cency, and religiouſly exerting our mental facul- 
ties; to approve ourſelves to that benign Being, 


who 
In the chriſtian ſyſtem the laws of reaſon are clearly ex- 
hibited, there they ſhine with inimitable brightaeſs, without 
any mixture of impurity, to ſully their primitive luſtre, as 
they originally proceeded from him, who is our ſupreme be- 
nefactor. Nor is the matter of thoſe laws ſet off with lefs 
beauty, than the motives joined to them, which are ſo con- 
trived, that were it not for the depravity of nature, they 
could not fail of exciting the attention, and quickening us in 
all holy obedience, | 
It has been, and often is objected, that ſome of our Lord's 
parables are difficult, and of little uſe to common apprehen- 
ſions, or perſons of dull intellects. I anſwer, that thoſe pa- 
rables, which are ſo abſtruſe, that their ſenſe is not eafily 
perceived, or hard to be underſtood, were at the time de- 
livered very familiar, and in every reſpect of eminent ufe 
and ſervice, to promote the gloty of God, the good of our 
fellow-creature, and the real advancement and intereſt of 
genuine chriſtianity. 
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"who will exhibit his excellent glory, when he 
ſhall come to be glorified in bis ſaints, and to be 
admired in them that believe. For God hath nof 
afpointed us to Wratb, but to obtain Salvation by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who died for us, that whether 
we wake or ſleep, we ſhould live together with him. 
And therefore we who are candidates for eter- 
nity, muſt be like the hoſt of heavenly angels 
in godly diſpoſitions, and a readineſs to obey our 
Maker, that we may not be alarmed, or re- 
pulſed by the deceiver; but may ſafely arrive at 
our quiet retreat, and enter in without any ob- 
ſtruction, through the gates into the holy city. 
In this ſacred place, are no perverſe ſpirits, no 
vexatious adverſaries, or litigious ſinners, to teaze 
and moleſt us; but the Redeemed of the Lord 
ſhall walk there, and the Ranſomed of the Lord 
ſhall return and come to Zion, with Songs and 

_ everlaſting Joy upon their Heads. They ſhall 
obtain joy and gladneſs; ſorrow and fighing 
ſhall flee away. They are freed from pains and 
uncaſineſſes of body and mind, and advanced to 
ſuch an elevated ſtation, as renders them glorious 
in holineſs, and cauſes them to exult in ſacred 
admiration, and cry out in extaſies of divine 
wonder; former things are paſſed away, and 
behold, all things are become new. But if men 
will arrogantly contend with God, with that 
great and omnipotent being, who ſet bounds to 
the tremendous ocean, and made his arm bare 
in their defence, to relieve their oppreſſed ſpirits 
and the anguiſh of their ſouls ; he will not only 
diſcontinue his intreatics, and ſhut up his ten- 
der bowels in diſpleaſure; but they muſt alſo 
F 2 ſuffer 
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ſuffer that chaſtiſement, which will be inflicted 
on the irreclaimable, as the wages due to their 
iniquities ; when the Lord ſhall be revealed 
from heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Such ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting 
deſtruction, from the preſence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power. It is obvious from 
this deciſive event, and theſe equitable determi- 
nations, that as the recompence reſerved for the 
virtuous, 15 ſo amazingly great and inconceivable, 
and infinitely above our contracted ideas; fo the 
puniſhment laid up for the wicked and incor- 
rigible, is ſo terrible in itſelf, that no clear, or di- 
ſtinct notions, can poſſibly be formed of it. The 
conſideration of which, if weighed in the ſcale of 
equity, and the balance of the ſanctuary, is an 
evident demonſtration, that the plan of our holy * 
religion, was not the ſubtle contrivance of prieſts, 


nor 


* It is worth our ſerious obſervation, that though the mira- 
cles, by which our religion was confirmed, are denied, and 
the puwer by which they were wrought diſputed, and the 
prophecies that refer to our redeemer are conteſted, and their 
number and application debated, yet this does not weaken 
its internal exceilencies, or hinder its uſefulneſs to ſocicty, 
Its precepts are ſo equitable in themſelves, and ſo agrecable 
to our natural conceptions, and the rules of juſtice and ha— 
neſty, that they ſtand clear of every objection, and were ne- 
ver publickly contradicted, or diſowned by any. 

'T herefore I would fain perſuade our Deiſts, to look into 
the grounds and reaſons of chriſtianity, before they pretend 
to find fault with jt, or to cenſure or reject its beneficial 
and comfortable doctrines. Let them but obſerve the ſuper- 
ſtructure, and if all or any part of it, be not fitted to it, let 
them in God's name reject it. God's works are all of a 
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of an ambitious ſet of men, who form ſchemes 
to aggrandize themſelves ; but it was founded in 
the wiſdom and power and goodneſs of God ; 
to diſcover his eſſential moral properties, and that 
the principles of“ natural religion, are ſo far from 
being weakened by revealed, that they are 
ſtrengthened and aſſiſted by it. Was chriſtianity 
candidly try'd by this rule, it would appear con- 
ſiſtent with perfect rectitude, and moſt judiciouſly 
modelled, to reduce this confuſed and diſtracted 
ſtate to order, by repairing the ruins of the moral 
world; by aboliſhing Strife and Envy, and eſta- 
bliſhing Harmony and Peace. The agreeable 
performance of which, would regulate the lives 
and manners of the tumultuous and rebellious, and 
bring the faithful to enjoy themſelves, and their 
own property with ſafety. They will be 7 no 

ears 


piece, there is no incoherence or alteration in the ſupreme 
God. If all genuine chriſtianity, i. e. all that Chriſt and his 
apoſtles made eflential to it, be an evident improvement of 
natural religion, built upon it, fitted to it, and compacted 
with it, ſo that both together make one entire ſyſtem, or 
body of laws, juſt and reaſonable, worthy the ſupreme law- 
giver, and all apparently framed, for the benefit of intelli- 
gent creatures; there can be no fair objection againſt it, and 
therefore, methinks much time need not be ſpent, nor many 
arguments uſed, to entreat men to embrace it, and to build 
all their hopes and expectations of grace and mercy upon it. 
* By which expreſſion, I do not underſtand the cuſtoms 
and manners of countries, nor obedience to men of cor- 
rupt minds and depraved appetites, who follow the ſuggeſ- 
tions of their evi] hearts, and eagerly purſue the extravagant 
demands of earthly paſſions; but by natural religion, I un- 
derſtand that which 1s derived from God, the eternal and in- 
exhauſtible fountain of truth, and is interwoven in our very 
frame, and foundcd in the nature and reaſon of things ; in 
the appointment and will of God; fixing the relation free 
agents 
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fears or frightful apprehenſions, from the vio- 
lence of thieves or robbers, nor meet with any 
diſturbance-or moleſtation, from thoſe beaſts of 
prey, who plunder and ravage their fellow-crea- 
tures, and bite and devour one another. When 
this defireable work is accompliſhed, and the 
order of providence duly obſerved, fraud and in- 
juſtice, malevolence and cruelty, naturally ſubſide, 
and we who were the Children of diſobedience, ſhall 
become Servants unto God, have our Fruit unto bolt - 
neſs, and in the end everlaſting Life. For the Wages 
of fin is Death, but the Gift of God is eternal life, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. By this happy 
changein our tempers,and chooſing thatindulgent 
deity for our guide, whoſe mercy reacheth unto the 
clouds, and brings ſeaſonable relief and comfort to 
thoſe, whoſe hearts are overcharged with grief; our 

thoughts 


agents bear to God, and to one another, that they may 
principally regard their chief good, and fill up their ſtation 
in the general ſyſtem, to the honour and glory of their Cre- 
ator, and to their all-powerful and all-ſufficient preſerver, 

This was the religion the inoffenſive and humble Jeſus 
taught, and propagated by ſome poor deſpiſed fiſhermen, 
without power or authority, learning or eloquence, to com- 
pel or force ſubmiſſion and obedience to it. But other reli- 
gions were eſtabliſned in different nations, by perſons of 
the greateſt eminency, and known reputation among men. 
T hat of the Perſians by Zoroaſter; that of the Egyptians by 
Hermes; that of the Romans by Numa; all kings, or per- 
ſons of great reputation for their wiſdom and virtue, and 
they were received without contradiction. And in later 
times Mahomet opened a way for his religion by the ſword, 
and advanced and propagated it by conqueſt, and the force 
of arms. 

It is no wonder that a religion ſo pleaſing to the looſer 
appetites, that gives licence to all corrupt inclinations in the 
preſent life, and promiſes a ſenſual paradiſe in the _— 
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thoughts are not buſied about trifles, or ſuch 


unmoving frivolous vanities, as have no ſolidity 
in their ſubſtance, nor ſtability in their duration ; 
but on things of infinite concern, on that all- 
wiſe munificent creator, who formed that ſtu- 
pendous ſyſtem, in which mercy and truth are 
met together, righteouſneſs and peace have kiſ- 
ſed each other. Thus all the divine excellen- 
cies concur, and with the ſweeteſt harmony 
unite, to deliver man from the guilt and puniſh- 
ment of fin, that womb of inexpreſſible dark- 
neſs, and reſtore him to that pure felicity, which 
is without any allay, or mixture of fear, and 
which he once enjoyed in paradiſe, that facred 
manſion of light, and of every innocent ſoul. 
Wherefore all te divine attributes, deſerve our 
profoundeſt reverence, and call upon us in 


language 


ſhould be embraced by thoſe, who were ſubject to his vice 
tories. But the apoſtles were meanly born and educated, 
without credit or eſteem, deſtitute of all human ſtrength, and 
had only a crucified perſon for their leader and guide, Chriſ- 
tianity was expoſed naked in the day of its birth, without 
any ſhelter, or protection from the ſecular power, They 
had neither the advantage of art nor eloquence, to enforce 
or recommend their religion. There is a kind of charm in 
rhetorick, that makes things appear otherwiſe than they are; 
the beſt cauſe it ruins, the worſt it confirms. Truth, though 
in itſelf invincible, yet by it ſeems to be overcome, and 
error to obtain a falſe triumph, We have ſufficient proof 
of this in the writings of Celſus, Symmachus, Czcilius, and 
others, for paganiſm againſt chriſtianity. What an amazin 

difference is there between the falſhood and filthineſs of the 
one, the truth and real ſanity of the other? Yet with 


what admirable addreſs did they manage that infamous and 


reproachful ſubject? Although it ſeem'd incapable of any 
defence, yet they gave ſuch colours to it, by the beauty of 


their expreſſions, and their apparent reaſons, that it appeared 


plauſible, 
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language more forcible than words, to expreſs 
our utmoſt thankfulneſs, and an humbling ſenſe 
of thoſe mercies, which we could by no means 
claim, nor can we ever ſufficiemly cee 
Becauſe God, without any intreaties of ours, gene- 
rouſly opened the reviving door of hope, and diſ- 
covered the way of everlaſting ſalvation, and that 
ſuperabundant grace already conferred on earth 
and which is expected to be compleated, and 
finally conſummated in heaven, Being thus in- 
fluenced by theſe expectations, we are brought 
to hold in abhorrence, all the ignominious ſchemes 
of wickedneſs, and to perform our duty, with 
alacrity, with internal delight, and real content. 
and durable ſatisfaction. In order to ſupport our 
dependance, and to enforce the practice of reli- 
gion, the objects of faith revealed, are not only to 
be received as true, or gazed on as extaſies of divine 
wonder, but as indications of divine regard, and 
excitements to make us walk more warily and 
more obſerving thoſe laws, which were written 
in our hearts, by the finger of God himſelf. 
Nay, it is obvious, that all thoſe ſacred myſte- 
ries, that were hid from former ages, and are 
unfolded by Chriſt Jeſus, were not intended to 
diminiſh natural light, or the voice of God in 
man's conſcience, which 1s the ſeat of practical 
knowledge, 


ed plauſible, and chriſtianity, notwithſtanding its brightneſs, 
purity and ſimplicity, was rendered odious to the people. 
But the apoſtles were moſt of them illiterate and unlearned. 
St. Paul himſelf acknowledges, and freely confeſſes, that he 
was weak in preſence, and his ſpeech was not with the en- 
ticing words of man's wifdom. So that truth, unleſs adorned 
with the dreſs of falſhood, was deſpiſed, and a meſſage from 
God himſelf, unleſs eloquently conveyed, had no force or 
ethcacy to perſuade. 
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knowledge, and the Treaſury of moral princi- 
ples ; but freely to exhibit the goodneſs, and wiſe 
care of providence, in the direction and government 
of free agents. By theſe divine manifeſtations, may 
be ſeen, the kindneſs and love of God cur Sa- 
viour, to miſerably deluded rebels, in a way 
that tallies with unbiaſſed reaſon, and the eſta- 
bliſhed order of nature, through the ſeveral pe- 
riods of their being, to their glorious ſtate of 
exiſtence, and happineſs in futurity. The learn- 
ed and pious Dr. Prideaux, in his letter tothe Deiſts, 
ſays very truly, Let what is written in all the 
books of the new teſtament, be tried by that 


which is the touchſtone of all religion, I mean 


that religion of nature and reaſon, which God 
has written in the hearts of every one of us, 
from the firſt creation, and if it varies from 1t in 
any one particular, if it preſcribes any one 


thing, which may, in the minuteſt circumſtan- 


ces thereof, be contrary to its righteouſneſs, I 
will then acknowledge this to be an argument 
againſt us, ſtrong enough to overthrow the 
whole cauſe, and make all things elſe, that can 
be ſaid for it, totally ineffectual for its ſupport.” 
There 1s nothing in ſcripture repugnant to rea- 


ſon, or to our natural notions of God, and the 


rational faculties of man ; but the whole is con- 
trived, not merely to inform the judgment, but 


to correct the will; to check the luſtful power 


of appetite, and to controul all its extravagant and 
unjuſtifiable demands. The obtaining this con- 
queſt, will procure us ſufficient leiſure and conve- 
nient ſeaſon, to prepare for the fruition and enjoy- 
ment of that peaceable kingdom, which is 

G without 
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without compariſon and is without end ; where 


cach bleſſed Inhabitantis warmed and cheered with 


the revivingandanimating preſenceof God, When 
influenced by this bleſſedneſs, and ſolely actuated 
by its power we need not be under any terrible ap- 
prehenſions, nor dread the alarming threats of the 
enemy, if we will commit ourſelves to God, and 
keep cloſe to him in well doing; who is he that 


ſhall harm you, while you are followers of that 


which is good, and baters of that which is evil; 
who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect, 
who ſhall dare to accuſe them ? It is God that juſti- 


fieth, who is be that condemneth? It is Chriſt that 


diet, yea rather that is riſen again, who is even at 


the right hand of God, as our great high prieſt, who 


alſo maketh interceſſion for us, that after this painful 
life is ended, we may dwell together with him in 
glory. Hence the apoſtle declares, with that full 
and firm perſuaſion, that nothing can tetallydeſtroy 
believers peace, nor finally ſeparate good menfrom 
God, that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor prin- 
cipalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things to 
come, Nor length, nor depth, nor any ther creature, 


ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of God, which 


is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. The free diſcovery of 
thoſe ineſtimable mercies, which God has peremp- 
orily promiſed to obedience, and to final perſeve- 
rance in the faith, is that men, by theſe bright diſ- 
plays of wiſdom, power and goodneſs, may know 
in whom their ſtrength lies,and in whom they may - 
find relief and ſuccour, in the gloomy hours of ad- 
verſity. Were men truly ſenſible of theſe things, 
and the importance of them, they no longer would 


be contending about forms, or the external mode 


of 
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of religion, which ſavours too much of pride and 
the ſpirit of oſtentation; but they, in perceiving 
their weakneſs, will be brought with humility (a 
grace ſo amiable and lovely in itſelf, that it adorns 
every ſtation, and dignifies every condition) in- 
wardly to worſhipGod, who isaninconceivableand 
eternal fpirit,and will be worſhipped in ſpirit and in 
truth. The reverence thus paid to God is infi- 
nitely more pleaſing and more acceptable to him, 
who is eternally happy in himſelf, and wants 
none of our periſhable breath, to declare his ſo- 
vereign authority, than all the falſe glitter of 
the world, or the dazzling luſtre of its magni- 
ficence. Theſe inducements are abundantly ſuf- 
ficient, were there no other; they carry ſuch 
weight and energy with them, as will oblige us | 
to renounce ſelf confidence, and to ſubmit to ; 
God's righteouſneſs, and to all his allwiſe dealings 
and equitable determinations. When we are 
thus ſubmiſſive, and our hearts are really ſanc- ; 
tified, we ſhall admire the riches of divine grace, bl 
and extol the ſundry declarations of him, who has | 
acquainted us how to exerciſe and improve the 
flying moments of time, that we may recover 
the uſe of our moral, and intellectual abilities, k 
and the enjoyment of ourſelves, and of our God. 
The better to facilitate and haſten this important 1 
and deſirable buſineſs, no methods are uſed, þ 
nor any arguments urged, but ſuch as conſcience _ 
approves, and reaſon recommends to our ſerious '* 
conſideration, and to our conſtant practice. In this # 
chriſtianity excels all other religions, as carry- : 
ing with it the characters of truth, and the vi- 
ſible, and indelible evidence, and ſignatures of its 
G 2 divi- 
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Divinity, For at our Lord's glorious Epiphany, 
religion in general was ſo diſguiſed with fables, 
ſo blinded with the falſe ornaments of ſuper- 
tition, and the groſſeſt impieties (impieties that 
ſhould be concealed in impenetrable darkneſs) 
that men who were governed by reaſon, and 
inviolably attached to its intereſt, could not fa- 
crifice their underſtandings to ſuch vanities, nor 
credit theſe palpable and horrid deluſions. In 
order to obviate every objection, and render re- 
ligion rational and delightful, our Lord purged 
it of thoſe corruptions, and recovered this ancient 
inſtitution to its beauty, and to its original per- 
fection, that ſuch as were open to conviction, 
might fee the image of holinels in ſpotleſs purity, 
and this divine director in its native ſimplicity 
and complexion. Thus ſtripped of its dete ſta- 
ble diſguiſes, and freed from every juſt excep- 
tion, true religion, on the principles of undefiled 
reaſon, and the unprejudiced maxims of man- 
kind, independent of any other proof, has an 
undoubted right to our obedience, and to demand 
impartial and univerſal ſubmiſſion to its precepts. 
Did men really believe moral duties invariable, 
and that they are in all ages and in all countries 
the ſame, in their own unchangeable nature, 
and that Chriſt came not to reverſe them, but 
to revive and inforce theſe eternal truths; they, 
inſtead of depreciating them, would ſteadily ad- 
here to them, and conſcientiouſly obſerve and. 
obey them. Contemplative beings could not, 
conſiſtent with that belief, or the vehement 
craving deſires of immortality, refuſe the eligible 
injunctions of chriſtianity, without undermining 

the 
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the unalterable laws of nature, and deſtroying 
the main end and uſefulneſs of both, which is to 
forward the glory of God, and perfect bleſſedneſs 
of man. Becauſe both are framed with proper 
ſupports, and ſuitable encouragements, to ad- 
vance the ſame valuable and important ends, of 
making men wiſe and virtuous, holy and happy, 
and ready to aſſiſt and inſtruct one another; that 
the divine image may be completed, and God in 
all things may be glorified. The true religion of 
nature, and the pure religion of Jeſus, ſpeak the 
ſame language, and both are ſo cloſely cemented, 
and ſo inſeparably united, that you cannot poſ- 
ſibly divide them, unleſs you break the order of 
things, and ſubvert that ſyſtem of mercy, which 
brings reſt and comfort to the wearied ſoul, and 
joy and gladneſs to the broken hearted. With 
what warmth of heart and affection, with what 
life and ſpitit does chriſtianity inſpire us with? 
So ſalutary and enlivening are its principles, that 
you cannot poſſibly ſet them aſide, without in- 
creaſing your doubts, and multiplying your fears, 
or diminiſhing your faireſt hopes, and brighteſt 
proſpect of futurity. It is obvious then to all un- 
prejudiced apprehenſions, that this religion is of 
an heavenly extraction, and deſcends from theclear 
chryſtal ſtreams of light, which if duly conſidered, 
and effectually applied, will produce ſuch per- 
manent reſolutions, as will cauſe us to delight 
in it, and ſo ſteadily to purſue our duty, that no 
temptations arc ſufficient, to divert our wiſe and 
prudent determinations. For men, ſince the pub- 
liſhingof revelation, are on the generousreturnsof 
gratitude, under far greater obligations to obſerve 
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the laws of right reaſon, than poſſibly they could 
be before. Becauſe it was revealed by men, who 
were taught and authorized by God, after thoſe 
laws had been defaced, and almoſt totally ex- 
punged and obliterated, by the dark ſcenes of 
luſt and luxury, and every other vile and de- 
teſtable abomination. And that nothing might 


be wanting in God, and that no negle& might be 


aſcribed to him, he “ in his infinite wiſdom and 
goodneſs has not only revived thoſe immutable laws, 
and publiſhed an external tranſcript of them, but 
has enjoined ſuch helps as are adapted to our pre- 
ſent ſtate, and the condition of fallen creatures. 
The deſign of which was, to recover men from 
thoſe tragical depths of horror, and that inexpreſſi- 
ble and inextricable labyrinth, in which they were 

en- 


* Although we call God an eternal ſpirit, and mean nothing 
more by theſe expreſſions, than that he is incomprehenſible 
in his nature, and immaterial in his ſubſtance, yet the word 
ſpirit, as the learned inform us, in the Greek and Hebrew, 
and all other languages, according to its original derivation, 
and natural ſignification, conveys no other idea, than that 
of a gentle gale, or bieeze of wind, which is well known to 
be a body, rarified to a very high and eminent degree. So 
that whenever we ſpeak of infinite purity, of that one ſelf- 
exiſtent, and unoriginated Being, who is the primary cauſe 
of all cauſes, and receives his being from none, but gives 
life and breath to all other beings, the beſt adapted expreſ- 
fions fail, and cannot reach ſo ſublime and lofty a ſubjeR. 

All the repreſentations of the moſt ſagacious, and the 
acuteſt underſtandings, and moſt penetrating genius, for want 
of more inlarged intellects and clearer ideas, are totally ig- . 


norant of, and wholly unacquainted with. This will evi- 


dently appear, by conſidering the myſterious excellencies of 
the divine nature, the certainty of which we believe, but the 
manner we cannot comprehend or conceive. AsGod'sattributes 
and eſſence are the ſame, without the leaſt ſhadow of com- 


poſition, yet his wiſdom and power are to our apprehenſions 
diſtin, 
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entangled and bewildered, by wilfully diſobeying 
the divine exhibition, and following their own 
haughty and conceited imaginations. And though 
chriſtianity teaches ſuch things, as we by natural 
light could not diſcover, yet they are according to 
it, and calculated to confirm our hope in God, 
and bring us to abhor and actually deteſt thoſe 
things, which are a ſhame and reproach to na- 
ture, and to delight in thoſe things, which are 
apparently good in themſelves, and manifeſtly 
good for us. When thus delivered from the 
yoke of bondage, and the debaſing drudgery of 
fin, and its perplexing diſtreſſes, we may walk 
worthy the Vocation wherewith we are called, with 
all Lowlineſs and Meekneſs, with long-ſuffering, for- 
bearing one another in Love, endeauouring to keep 


the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, that we 1 
| | with h 
| | 
- diſtin, and his mercy and juſtice in ſome meaſure oppoſite. 
That his immenſity is in all places, yet not terminated in | 


any; that he is above the heavens, and beneath the earth, 
” hath no relation to high or low, diſtant or near ; that 
e penetrates all ſubſtances, and is mixed with none: That 
he perfectly underſtands, and is acquainted with all the par- N 
ticles of matter; but receives no ideas within himſelf: That 3 
God wills, yet hath no motion that carries him out of him- | 
ſelf. That in him duration hath no ſucceflion ; that which 
is paſt is not gone, and that which is future is not to come. 
That he loves without paſſion, is angry without diſturbance, | 
and repents without change; theſe perfections are above the Ws 
capacity of reaſon, and which it can never fathom, nor clear- i 
Iy underſtand : for wiſdom that is limited, and faculties that | 
are reſtrained, can have no conceptions of what is adequate 
to the eſſence, and boundleſs perfections, and immenſe pro- 
perties of God. PEA: 
Nay, we are almoſt as ignorant of ourſelves, and the ex- * 
quiſite contrivance of our own frame, as we are of the na- 
tute and eſſence of the Deity, Who can tell how the ſpirit acts 


upon 


* 
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"with one Mind and one Mouth, may glorify God, 
even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Being 
endued with theſe lovely and efficacious graces, 
we, through the divine aſſiſtance, ſhall be able 
to acquire and maintain intimate friendſhip and 
communion with him, who is nearer and more 
neceſſary to us, than our ſouls are to our Bodies. 
In him we Live, Move, and have our Being, and 
cannot continue one moment in being, without 
the divine ſupport and all- ſufficient power of om- 
nipotence. For if God withdraws that power, by 
which we were made, and created, and only can 
receive comfort from, and take abſolute ſecurity in, 
we loſe our exquiſite form and beauty, and crum- 
ble into our original duſt. Wherefore we, on the 
ſtricteſt enquiry, cannot reject the conſtituent parts 
chriſtianity, which are intended as ſo many divine 
channels, to convey to us new ſupplies of ſpiritual 

ſtrength, without deſerting our own ſafety. The, 
doing of which, would ſubject us to thoſe many 


temptations, which the libertine and profligate 
ſtand 


upon matter, or how matter is united to ſpirit, or how the 
organ of ſpeech performs its office, For my own part, 
when I conſider how I live; that all the animal motions ne- 
ceſſary to my life, are independent of my will; that my 
heart beats without my conſent, and without my direction; 
that digeſtion, and nutrition, are performed by methods, to 


which I am not conſcious; that my blood moves in a per- 


petual round, which is contrary to all the known laws of 
motion, I am overwhelmed in thought, and wholly loſt in 
divine contemplation, The ſoul, which is the eye of the 
mind, is like the eye of the body; it ſees other things, but 
it cannot ſee itſelf, its own nature, and natural properties. 

We cannot explain how we ſee, or hear, or think, or ima- 
gine, or underſtand, or dream, and leaſt of all how we re- 
member ; and yet we have conſtant experience of all theſe 
operations, and all theſe different motions without ourſelves. 
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ſtand continually expoſed to, and are in perpetual 
danger of. But if we will embrace theſe helps, 
and improve theſe valuable and tavourable oppor- 
tunities, we ſhall eſcape many miſchievous devi- 
ces, and be animated with ſpirit and vigour, to 
ſecure our chief good, and the peace and tran- 
quility of our fellow-creatures. Religious inſti- 
tutions are for this purpoſe, and carry ſuch marks 
of infinite goodneſs, as leave no room to ſuſpect 
divine fincerity, or in the leaſt to doubt the divine 
cooperation and concurrence ; but that God will 
work with us, if we will work with him, and 
that divine ordinances are generally bleſs'd with 
divine influences; ſo that if religiouſly attended 
to, we ſhall be everlaſtingly rewarded, but if im- 
piouſly or inadvertently neglected, we ſhall be 
condemned, and without inward mortification, 
and godly ſorrow, feel the terrors of ſelf re- 
_— and inherit continual ſhame and confu- 
ion. Had theſe ordinances no divine ſanction, 
or command from God, they are ſo eſſential to 
true bleſſedneſs; to the quiet of private families, 
to the welfare of public communities, and the 
moral government of the world, that they de- 
ſerve our cloſeſt attention, and are worthy our 
moſt ſerious conſideration. And though God's 
Majeſty is ſo great, that angels are the guardians of 
his celeſtial throne, yet he, in condeſcenſion to our 
weakneſs, ſpeaks to us after the manner of men, 
and ſubſtitutes ſuch plain rules, for our conduct, 
as will, if aſſiduouſly followed, acquaint us tho- 
roughly with ourſelves, and with the way to pleaſe 
him, and anſwer the great end of our creation. 
Indeed in this mortal life, we cannot be perfectly 


H | happy, 
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happy, as liable to numerous fatal diſaſters, to 
divers ſad deplorable accidents and calamities of 
every ſort, which diſcover the danger of our un- 
certain abode, and the fallacy and vanity of ter- 
rene enjoyments, and all ſublunary dependen- 
cies. Nevertheleſs this ſhould not diſcourage us 
nor ſlacken our rationel purſuits ; for if we act 
according to uncorrupted reaſon, and the pure 
maxims of true religion, we thall receive much 
comiort and conſolation here, and when freed 
from theſe imperfections, and natural infirmities, 
full and complete ſatisſaction hereafter. On the 
contrary, ſuch as abandon reaſon and religion, 
will, beſides the miſery of an irrational behavi- 
our, bring on themſelves much pain, and feel 
bitter remorſe and anguith in their minds, even 
in this preſent life, and in the life to come, 
where there are no ſenſual objects to divert their 
thoughts, inſupportable grief and inconceivable 
woe. All which things are fo obviouſly reveal- 
ed, that they cannot poſſibiy be miſunderſtood 
or perverted, unleſs men wilfully ſhut their eyes, 
and are determined not to heed thoſe informa- 
tions, that heaven has ſo kindly given them, 
and freely diſcovered and made known to them. 

Chriſtianity has this peculiar glory, as every cye 
muſt ſee, and be in love with, that does not 
wink at the heavenly light, For what can be a 
greater, or more forcible incentive to obedience, 
than for a rational creature clearly to diſcern the 
equity, neceſſity, benefit, and beauty of every 
action he is called upon to do, and thence to be 
ſenſible how good and gracious a maſter he 
ferves z one that is far from loading him with 
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fruitleſs and tyrannical impaſitions, that each 
command, abſtracted from his authority which 
iſſues it, is able to recommend itſelf, and nothing 
is required, but what every wiſe man would 
chooſe of his own accord, and cannot without 
being his own foe, wiſh to be exempted from. 
The precepts of religion, ſays that pious and 
learned divine, and eminent mathematician, Dr. 
Barrow, are no other than ſuch as phyſicians 
preſcribe for the health of our bodies, as politi- 
cians would allow to be needful for the peace of 
the ſtate, as epicurean philoſophers recommend 
for the tranquility of our minds, and the plea- 
{ure of our lives, ſuch as right reaſon dictates, and 
experience daily ſhews, to be conducive to our 
welfare in all reſpects; which conſequently, 
were there no laws enacting them, we ſhould 
in wiſdom chooſe to obſerve, and voluntarily 
impoſe upon ourſelves ; confeſſing them to be 
matters of law, as moſt advantageous and re- 
quiſite to the general and particular good of 
mankind. That great and truly good man Arch- 
biſhop Tillotſon, declares that all the precepts 


of chriſtianity are reaſonable and wiſe, requiring 


ſuch duties, as are ſuitable to the light of nature, 
and do approve themſelves to the beſt reaſon of 
mankind ; ſuch as have their foundation in the 
nature of God, and are an imitation of the di- 
vine excellencies, ſuch as tend to the perfection 
of human nature, and raiſe the minds of men 
to the higheſt pitch of goodneſs and virtue. 
They command nothing that is unneceſſary, they 
omit nothing that may tend to the glory of God, 
or the welfare and happineſs of men, nor do 
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they reſtrain us in any thing but what is contrary 
to the regular inclinations of nature, or to our 
reaſon and true intereſt ; they forbid us nothing 
but what is baſe and unworthy, to ſerve our hu- 
mours and our paſſions, to make ourſelves fools 
or beaſts. In a word, nothing but what tends to 
our private harm or prejudice, to public diſorder 
and confuſion. Ihe things that true Freligion pro- 
pounds are ſerviceable and beneficial, and which 
it exhorts to, are moſt copious and extenſive, 
are no leſs beautiful than agreeable, to ſuch as 
are governed by reaſon, and the rules and di- 
rections laid down by Chriſt, our divine Lord 
and benign lawgiver. Wherefore we in things 
ſacred ſhould be zealous, and warmly exert our- 
ſelves, and our beſt efforts, to acquire an affectionate 
perſuaſion of the being and attributes of God, 253 
the ſource from whence ſprings all the branches of 
moral virtue, evangelical faith, and gofpel holineſs. 
Becauſe this vital principle of faith, has an ope- 
rative, and natural tendency, to quell the mu- 
tinous oppoſition within, to cruſh the deſpotick 
powers of {in ; to ſe:tle men in habits of goodneſs, 
and in an unfeigned love of the truth, and the 
exerciſe of every laudable and commendable ac- 
tion. Whatſoever things are true, truth being the 

grand 


* There are ſome who call themſelves free- thinkers, or 
more properly half-thinkers, who are determined not to believe 
the goſpel, or the facred myſteries of religion, till they can 
fathom the depth of them, and therefore ciy out they cannot 
be, as if there were no myſteries in nature, or none but 
ſuch as they could underſtand, and were able to explain. But 
whenever unbelievers will undertake to explicate all the my- 
ſteries of nature, and the inexplicable ſecrets of providence, I 


will undertake to unfold and lay open the myſteries of feli. 


gion, and all the abſtruſe docttines in divinity, 
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grand characteriſtic of our religion, is to be ex- 


preſſed in all our words and actions, as in the 
immediate fight of him, in whoſe boundleſs pre- 
ſence we always ſtand, and from whole univerſal 
inſpection none can flee. Wbatſrever things are 
boneſt, cr agreeable to the gravity and di nity of 
our high calling, muſt be punctually obſerved by us 
in all our covenants and mutual tranſactions with 
one another, as thoſe that muſt appear before infi- 
nite juſtice, and give up their final accounts to God. 
Mul ſoever things are juſt, or correſpond with di- 
vine laws, or with human injunctions, great reſpect 
mult be paid to them, that we in all our dealings, 
may act with /mp/tcity, integrity and godly ſincerity, 
and not defraud any, either of their private or 
public property. MWhatſcever things are pure, 
muſt be preſerved from lewdneſs, that we may 
not be ſullied with uncleanneſs, nor our tongues 
reproachfully defled with obſcenity, or any diſ- 
courſe unbecoming the mouth, or the pure and ſa- 
cred name of chriſtian. Whatſoever things are lovely, 
or of good report, that is, ſuch as are of univerſal 
eſteem, and of real benefit to mankind, as ſweet- 
neſs of converſation, without gall or bitterneſs, 
and a readineſs at all convenient ſeaſons, to relieve. 
the miſerable and diſtreſſed, and render their lives 
as happy as poſſible; that theſe amiable and lovely 


' virtues we are not only commanded to think on, 


but we are alſo obliged to do them, by the in- 
variable laws of nature, and the immutable ob- 
ligations of reaſon ; or it will be impoſſible to 


att iin that divine ſerenity, and durable conſola- 


tion, which is inſeparably annexed to them, and 
cannot be enjoyed without due culture, and the 
conſtant 
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conſtant exerciſe of them. For theſe moral du- 
ties are ſo efficacious and excellent in themſelves, 
that whereſoever they are obſerved, or conſci- 
entiouſly practiſed, create that concord and una- 
nimity, that uprightneſs and conſtancy among 


men, which ought alway to be adhered to, and 


with the utmoſt. firmneſs and ſteadineſs main- 
tained by them. So that whatever we may be- 
lieve, or whatever fine notions we may be poſſeſſed 
of, or have the aſſurance to aſcertain, unleſs we do 
thoſe things, which God himſelf has appointed, 
and ſtrongly recommended to us, it will be of 
very little ſignification, and of no advantage to 
our ſpiritual and immortal part. Things rational 
in themſelves, and good in their nature, are bythe 
clemency of infinite wiſdom, ſo admirably ſuited 
toour condition, and to our preſent ſituation in life, 
that we can neither enjoy ourſelves, nor the 
company of each other, with any tolerable de- 
gree of confidence, or reaſonable ſatisfaction, 
without an impartial and aſſiduous obſervation 
of them. For wherever they are forſaken, or 
by whomſoever deſerted, heart-burnings are raiſ- 
ed, ſwelling tumults encouraged, and perſecu- 
tions are abetted, and every thing runs into ſuch 
confuſion and diſtraction, as none know whom 
to. truſt, or where with ſafety to retreat, or find 
ſecurity from danger. Theſe terrible calamities 
and frightful deſolations, introduced into the 
world, by the breach of God's holy laws, and the 
ſhameful indulgence of fierce paſſions and irre- 
gular appetites, have made ſuch havock in the 
earth, as render it more like a deſart of brutes, 
or an habitation of wild and deſperate * 
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than of kind and ſocial beings, But notwith- 
ſtanding theſe diſorders, ſome men have advan- 
ced and conveyed ſuch a ſcheme of principles, 
with reſpect to abſtruſe points of doctrine, as 
naturally ſubvert the laws of morality, and de- 
ſtroy the eſſence and aims of all true religion, a 
ſcheme not to be admitted, or allowed of on any 
conſideration. But if men will follow their own 
imaginations, and live, and act as independent of 
God, they can have no ſecurity in any thing; they 
are inſecure in their purpoſes, unſafe in their 
purſuit of them, and unſatisfied in obtaining 
them, and will, in the end thereof, find grie- 
vous remorſe and the molt bitter reflexions. For 
ſo long as men continue thus perverſe, and bid 
open defiance to God, the guilt of it can never 
be removed ; the voice of their inbred monitor, 
and the deadly reproaches of conſcience, will 
ſo diſturb and diſquiet the peace and tranquility 
of their Minds, as will render them unfit to 
prepare for God, who 1s a pure and perfect ſpi- 
rit, and cannot look on froward and haughty 
creatures, with any ſort of complacency, or any 
degree of delight. The goſpel will not ſcreen ſtub- 
born offenders, or ſuch as refuſe ſubmiſſion to the 
almighty, from the reſentment of infinite wrath, 
or the vengeance of an aftronted and provoked 
Deity. So that if virtue be wanting, or the or- 
dering our life and converſation be diſregarded or 
inadvertently neglected, the moſt coſtly ſacrifice 
will not avail, nor be received by the bounte- 
ous and beneficent author of nature, who ob- 
ſerves regularity and uniformity in all his works. 
Do notthenimpoſe upon yourſelves, nor upon your 
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own judgment, by relying upon refined ot ab- 
ſtra& notions, as if nothing was more required, 
than barely to fill our heads with ſubtil diſtinc- 
tions, or fruitleſs queſtions, or imaginary expli- 
cations of inexplicable or unintelligible myſteries. 
Becauſe the evangelical law requires duties to be 
performed, as well as truths to be known, or arti- 
cles of faith to be believed. Therefore no know- 
ledge, or wiſdom, or belief, ſeparate from the prac- 
tice of holineſs, which God loves in all his crea - 
tures, will not procure that immenſe and immor- 
tal recompence, which is reſerved only for the 
righteous, and for the obedient. The unalterable 
laws of righteouſneſs cannot be revoked, ſo long 
as God is what he is, and men are what they 
are, and that near relation ſubſiſts, between the 
creature and the Creator. For they are not found- 
ed on mutable circumſtances, but upon firm and 
everlaſting reaſons; reaſons ſufficient to guide 
and inſtruct reaſonable beings, through the ſe- 
veral periods of the world, and the various re- 
volutions of time, till they have gained the hea- 
venly port, and the unmoleſted and ſafe retreat, in 
the ſerene and peaceable boſom of eternity. So 
that what the pſalmiſt ſays of God, may be juſtly 
applied to divine truth, te heavens ſhall periſh, 
but thou ſhalt remain, they ſhall wax old as doth a 
garment, and be folded up and changed, but thu 
art the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever, and 
thy years ſhall have no end. The righteous Lord 
loveth rightecuſneſs, and delights to ſee it in others. 
Whatever we may buoy ourſelves up with, neither 
the profoundeſt {kill in language, nor the gꝑreateſt 
production of ſcience, or proficiency in any ung 
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elſc, if offered inſtead of moral goodneſs, or by 
way of compoſition with God, will be rejected 
by him with indignation, as bearing no compa- 
riſon to humility and charity, to honeſt induſtry 
and vigilant activity, and chearful reſignation. 
The largeſt Share of human wiſdom, and the 
moſt extenſive knowledge, except it remove 
lightneſs and levity, and bring us to an acquaint- 
ance with God, and with the way to pleaſe and 
honour him, who is the ſole proprietor of hea- 
ven and earth, will never purchaſe that invaluable 
jewel, which is uninterrupted and unſpeakable 
happineſs. The great original of unſpotted pu- 
rity, and the mirror of unblemiſhed holineſs, ear- 
neſtly calls upon us, in the nervous, and molt affec- 
tionate expreſſions, not to protract our main and 
principal concern, leſt we by neglecting the grand 
affair, ſhould be deſtroyed by our own ſchemes, and 
periſh as ſpiders do, in the curious web which 
they ſpin out of their own bowels, For as that 
great and good man archbiſhop Tillotſon ob- 
terves, if a man by a vaſt imperious mind, and 
a heart as large as the ſand on the ſea fhore, as 
it is ſaid of Solomon, could command all know- 


ledge of nature and art, of words and things; 


could attain to a maſtery in all languages, and 
ſound the depths of all arts and ſciences, mea- 
ſure the earth and the heaven, and tell the ſtars, 
and declare their crder and motions, could diſ- 
courſe of all civil laws and conſtitutions, and 
give an account of the hiſtory of all ages ; could 
ſpeak of trees, from the cedar tree that is in 
Lebanon, even unto the hyſſop that grows out 
of the wall, and of beaſts alſo, and of fowls, 
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and of creeping things, and of fiſhes, and yet 
ſhould in the mean time be deſtitute of the 
knowledge of Chriſt, and his duty, all this 
would be but an impertinent vanity, and a 
more glittering kind of ignorance ; and ſuch a 
man, like the philoſopher, who whilſt he was 
gazing upon the ſtars, fell into the ditch, would 
but ſaprienter deſcendere in infernum, be undone 
with all his knowledge, and with a great deal of 
wiſdom go down to hell. The uſe we ſhould 
make of theſe meditations, and the ſeveral parts 
of this diſcourſe, is to ſhun the ways of tempta- 
tion, that we may be brought to contrition ; to that 
heart-felt ſorrow, that worketh repentance unto 
ſalvation, which changes the will and affections, 
and diſcovers the deformed and odious nature 
of fin. Repent ye therefore, for the kingdom of hea- 
ven is at hand, Though God never approved of ſin, 
yet in former ages he winked at it, but ſince 
the manifeſtation of the heavenly light, he now 
commands all men every where to repent, that 
they may not be the objects of wrath, nor obnox- 
10us to that irrevocable ſentence, which will be 
paſſed, and executed upon the contumacious and 
rebellious. God now lets the world know, the 
patience and forbearance he exerciſed toward 
thoſe who lived in heathen darkneſs, and the 
deplorable night of ignorance, is now at an end, 
and the barren tree muſt be cut dewn ; for now the 
ax is laid to the root of the tree, and therefore 
every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit, or 
is barren of good works, ſhall be heaun down and 
caſt into the fire. Would we not endure this tor- 


ment, we muſt wholly reject the cauſes of it, and 
deteſt 


* 
deteſt the evils that lead to it, which, if fooliſh- 
ly derided, and ſcornfully vilified, will make 
fin to triumph over us, and be as terrible as 
any army, diſplaying the trophies of victory, 
where nothing elſe is diſcovered, but the extre- 
ity of fear and the height of confuſion. Let us 
not then put off the evil day, but inſtantly be- 
gin this momentous buſineſs, and diligently em- 
ploy our time; for the longer we continue in 
ſin, and hide our eyes from our vices, the more 
formidable they will appear, when God ſhall 
manifeſt our ſhame, and ſet our fins in array be- 
fore us. So that they who abide in darkneſs, 
and will not come to the light here, muſt never 
expect to dwell in glory, or with the ſaints in 
light hereafter. The depraved ſtate of man is 
ſuch, that he cannot endure to hear this ; the 
vehemency of fleſhly luſts, incapacitate irreligi- 
ous creatures for ſpiritual communication, or any 
ſacred intercourſe with heaven. As crude and in- 
digeſted food in the ſtomach, ſends up noifome 
vapours into the head, diſcompoſing the brain, 
and diſturbing the fancy; fo the ſinful diſtempers 
and diſorders of the inferior appetites, ſend up 
ſuch fumes into the higher region of the ſoul, as 
incline the will to embrace what is moſt ſuitable 
to the inclinations and affections. But notwith- 
ſtanding the ſuperiority of that faculty, which 
diſtinguiſhes man from other animals, and gives 
him the pre-eminence over them, is vanquiſhed 
by the prevalency of appetite, the medicine pre- 
{ſcribed by the goſpel will, if thought be not 
wanting, defeat the ſtrongeſt efforts of paſſion, 
and recover the baffled powers of reaſon, By 
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the efficacy of this noble conqueſt, and fruſtrating 
the machinations of our ſpiritualand invidious foes, 
we,th:ough the meritorious ſufferingsof Jetus,and 
the propitious ſuccours of heaven, ſhall have ſuch 
life conveyed to our ſouls, as will keep the in- 
ferior facuities in ſubordination, and within their 
own proper ſphere of action. Beſides, Chriſt 
who is Lord and Governor of all created beings, 
is not like them of a finite and temporary exiſt- 
ence, but of a nature and dominion truly divine, 
eternal and immutable. This unchangeable and 
munificent being watches over us for good, and 
never deſerts the care of his flock, but defends them 
againſt voracious greedy wolves, that they may not 
be devoured by theſe, or any other ravenous 
beaſts of prey. Henceforward we ſhould keep 
upon our guard, and be inflamed with ardent love 
to God, and rational zeal for Chriſt Jeſus, and live 
in an intire dependance upon him, who is our lea- 
der and our guide, will never leave us nor forſake 
us. The doing of this will, in the mournful ſea- 
ſon of perplexity, and the diſtruſtful hours of 
darkneſs, afford us ſuch gleams of heavenly 
light, as will clevate our lowring ſpirits, and ren- 
der us capable of internal pleaſure, of perform-" 
ing with freedom whatever Chriſt requires, and 
rejecting with ſcorn whatever he forbids. If then 
we can, after ſuch inſtances of favour, forſake 
the God of all our mcrcies, and lightly eſteem 
the rock of our ſalvation, and not liſten to his 
entreaties and moſt moving expoſtulations, but 
be pleaſed with the exccrable ſcenes of vanity ; 
we at the awful divorce of foul and body, ſhall 
feel the bittereſt remorſe, and be confined in the 
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unfathomable gulph. Be not decerved, neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor effeminate, nor abu- 

ers of themſelves with mankind, nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdem of God. 
But the fearful and the unbelieving, who re- 
nounce the ſaith for baſe motives, or lucrative 
advantages, the abominable and murderers, and 
whoremongers, and all liars, ſhall have thetr 
part in unquenchable fire, in that ever dreadful fire, 
which can never be extinguiſhed by man, nor 
have its flames abated by any but God. Theſe 
miſerably perverſe and infatuated creatures, be 
their ſtate, rank or quality what it will, Hall then 
call to the rocks and mountains, fall on us, and hide 
us from the face of him that ſitteth on the throne, and 
from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of 
his wrath is come. and who ſhall be able to abide it? | 
Vices not only of this enormous ſize, and of this 
horrible aſpect, but others alſo of a more harmleſs 
complexion, though they ſtrike not the eyes of q 
men, nor the conſciences of tranſgreſſors like the 
former, are odious and heinous in the eyes of 
God, and will be found ſo at that day, when the | 
graves ſhall be opened, and the laſt trumpet ſhall 8 
ſound; and both ſmall and great, ſhall hear that | 
awful alarm, in the inmoſt caverns of ſlumber, 
ariſe ye dead, and come to judgment. 

In like manner we may ſay of theuncharitableand 
unforgiving ſpirits, ſuch asare hard tobe reconciled, 
and very difficult to be pleaſed ; but delight in the 
misfortunes of thoſe, who probably never wilfully 
deſigned" to offend them, and rejoice when their 
enemy falleth. Theſe may read their fate, with- 
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out the explication of any commentator, in the 
ſixth of Matthew, F ye forgive not men their treſ- 
paſſes, neither will your father forgive you your treſ- 
paſſes. There are others likewiſe, whoinjudiciouſly 

employ their precious moments, in what they 
call killing of time, not confidering that time will 
kill them, and conſume all that they now behold, 
in that dreadful maſs of fire, where the ſumptu- 
ous edifices, and moſt magnificently grand pala- 
ces, which ſo dazzle the eyes of their admirers, 
will be for ever deſtroyed, and this ſtupendous 
fabrick reduced to aſhes. If divine invitations are 
ludicrouſly treated, or men refuſe to acknowledge 
God's ſovereign dominion, and laugh at that glo- 
rious immortality, which Chriſt was commiſſioned 
in heaven, and authorized to proclaim upon earth, 
their drollery, which was once their ſole delight, 
vill beturnedintoſadneſs and into bitter mourning. 
They by ridiculing the divine intelligence, or the 
dignity of ſacred myſteries, will be made to confeſs 
their profaneneſs, and to regret their impious 
ſpeeches, with thedeplorable accents of inward ſor- 
row, and the moſt exceſſive and agonizing expreſ- 
{ions of real mortification. For the mirth of infidels 
cannot laſt long, and the triumphs of ſcorners will 
ſoon be over: There is a lamp in the mind of man, 
which the flames of futurity will light, if the com- 
fortable word of reconciliation do not, and the bright 
beams of God's glorious goſpel cannot. Be adviſed 
by theſe compaſſionate notices, and intimations of 
approaching mercy, and not like thoſe profane 
delinquents, who live under the fatal deluſion of 
ſin; but do whatever poſſibly you can, to avert 
the weight of that infliction, and its direful preſa- 
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ges, which even here, are like piercing the bowels 
with a ſword, or thruſting a dart through the liver, 
which diſſipate all the powers of nature, and leave 
the animal ſpirits in great diſorder and diſtraction, 
Suffer then nothing to divert your attention, or hin- 
der you from receiving this inſtruction ; but pay 
religious ſeriouſneſs to things ſacred, and treat 
our redeemer's blood with becoming reverence ; 
the fountain ſet open for fin and uncieanneſs, to 
which polluted creatures may have recourſe, and 
be waſhed from their defilements in it, and be 
made perfectly whole, for the blood of Chriſt cleanſ- 
eth from all fin, and he is the propitiation for our fins, 
that is, for ſuch as duly and rightly apply this ſalu- 
taryremedy, and anſwer the main end and ſcope of 
this propitious offering. Wherefore do not de- 
ſpiſe this ſovereign preſcription, or refuſe to bathe 
in the waters of life; but waſh ye, make ye clean, 
put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes, 
ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, ſeek judgment, re- 
lieve the oppreſſed, judge the fatber leſs, and plead the 
cauſe of the widow. Come now, ſaith the Lord, by 
the mouth of his ſeer, let us reaſon togetber, though 
your fins be as ſcarlet, if you forſake thoſe flamin 
wices, they ſhall be white as ſnow ; though they k 
red as crimſon, they ſhall be as wood, The Lord is 
full of compaſſion, and God that is holy will be ſanc- 
tified in righteouſneſs. Be then perſuaded by theſe 
moving warnings, and not like thoſe infatuated 
creatures, who ſottiſhly pervert their preſent va- 
luable moments, and venture on the future ifſue 
of things, and what we can have no aſſurance of. 
But would we act like free agents, and do this 
work with leſs difficulty, and more caſe and ſatis- 
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faction to ourſclves, we muſt loſe no time, but be- 
gin this buſineſs in early life, and be vigilant in eye- 
ry partof it, whzle the day come not, and the years draw 
nigh, when we ſhall ſay we have no pleaſure in them, 
that is, before the bitter pains and maladies of age 
ſeize us, or a complication of grievous diſtempers 
oppreſs us, or our faculties are grown ſo liſtleſs, and 
our minds ſo diſpirited, that we are born down 
with ſorrow, and have our heads buried in the duſt. 
We in theſe tragical ſeaſons, and awful hours of 
diſtreſs, have enough to do to ſupport ourſelves, 
and to chace away thoſe clouds of horror, which 
are too apt to overwhelm us, and drive us into 
that ſtate of deſpondency, which none have power 
ſufficient to remove, or to abate its malignancy, 
but God. It will be in vain to urge, when our 
conduct comes to be examined, and our paſt liſe 
enquired into, that we were difabled by deep me- 
lancholy, or a long and heavy train of diſeaſes, from 
not engaging ſooner in this important affair, be- 
fore our health and ſtrength was impaired, and 
we had time and opportunity enough to perform it. 
No pretence we can avail ourſelves of, will be any 
excuſe for our dilatorineſs, or plea for our incon- 
ſiderateneſs, in neglecting to ſecure our main 
chance, when the fault is wholly in ourſelves, 
and owing to our own careleſſneſs, and the want 


of 


* The man who abſtains from pleaſure, and declines the. 
buſineſs of the world, that he may dedicate his whole time to 
the ſearch of truth, and the improvement of knowledge; 
when ſuch an one complains of the ſhortneſs of human life in 
general, or of his remaining ſhare in particular, might not a 
man reaſon, or expoſtulate thus with him? «+ Your com- 
plaint is indeed conſiſtent with your practice; but you would 
not poſſibly renew your complaint, if you reviewed your 
” | praciice, 
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of religious application and conſideration. Theſe 
meditations ſhould prevail with us, not to dally 
with the ſhort “ and uncertain remains of life, 
but aſſiduouſly employ it to God's honour, and in 
the ſervice of religion, and the principal concern 
of man. This is the ſafe road to eternity, to the 
world of glorified ſpirits ; the way to be ſecure 
in all events, and be ready againſt that concluſive 
period, which will unchangeably determine all 
our affairs, and finally ſettle our accounts with 
God, the ſole author of univerſal nature, and 
the impartial judge of the world. Should we, 
after theſe ſolemn exhortations, and theſe moſt 
paſſionate addreſſes, not comply with theſe pow- 
erful pertuaſions, but follow what our ow pru- 
dence ſuggeſts, we ſhall be deprived of the divine 
ſecurity, be ſubject to _ temporal evils, and 

ob- 


practice. Though reading makes a ſcholar, yet every ſcho- 
lar is not a philoſopher, nor every philoſopher a wiſe man. 
It coſt you twenty years to devour all the volumes on one ſide 
of your library; you came out a great critic in Latin and 
Greek, in the oriental tongues, in hiſtory and chronology ; 
but you was not ſatisfied ; you confeſſed that theſe were the 
literae nihil ſanantes; you wanted more time to acquire other 
knowledge. You have had that time; you have paſſed 
twenty years more on the other fide of your library, among 
Philoſophers, Rabbies, Commentators, Schoolmen, and whole 
Legions of modern doors. You are well verſed in all that 


has been written concerning the nature of God, and of the 


ſoul of man; about matter and form, body and ſpirit, and 
ſpace, and eternal eſſences, and incorporeal ſubſtances, and 
the reſt of thoſe profound ſpeculations. You are maſter of 
the controveiſies that have ariſen about nature and grace, 
about predeſtination and free-will, and all other abſtruſe 
queſtions that have made ſuch a noiſe in the ſchools, and 
done ſo much hurt in the world. You are going on, as faſt 
a5 the infirmities you have contradted will permit, in the 
| | | ſame 
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obnoxious to the reſentment of infinite wrath, 
For curſed is the man that truſteth in man, that ma- 
keth fleſh his arm, and whoſe heart departeth from 
the Lora, be ſhall be like heath in the deſart, and 


ſhall not ſee when good cometh. All the combina- 


tions of human ſtrength will fail, and without the 
Lord's aſſiſtance, are but as the taff of Egypt, on which 
if a man lean, it will go into his hand and pierce it. 
But if we will deteſt our vain imaginations, and 
give up ourſelves to God, and diligently follow 
the direction of infinite wiſdom, we have but 
little to fear from man, while we abide under the 
8 of God, for grace and mercy are to 


his ſaints, and he hath care of, and concern for 


his elect. The thoughts of which ſtupendous 
mercies, and our continual obligations to him, 
ſhould endear our Creator to us, and induce us 


feeble 


ſame courſe of ſtudy ; but you begin to foreſee that you ſhall 


want time, and you make grievous complaints of the ſhort- 
neſs of human life. Give me leave now to aſk you, how 


many thouſand years God muſt prolong your life, in order 


to reconcile you to his wiſdom and goodneſs ? It is plain, at 
leaſt highly probable ; that a life as long as that of the moſt 
aged of the patriarchs, would be too ſhort to anſwer your 
purpoſes ; ſince the reſearches and diſputes in which you are 
engaged, have been already, for a much longer time, the 


objects of learned enquiries, and remain till as imperfe& and 


undetermined as they were at firſt. But let me aſk you again, 
and deceive neither yourſelf nor me ; have you, in the courſe 
of theſe forty years, once examined the firſt principles, and 
the fundamental facts, on which all thoſe queſtions depend, 
with abſolute indifference of judgment, and with a ſcrupulous 
exactneſs? With the ſame that you have employed in exa- 
mining the various conſequences drawn from them, and the 
heterodox op nions about them ? Have you not taken them 


for granted, in the whole courſe of your ſtudies ? Or if 


you haye looked now and then on the ſtate of the proafs 
| 9 brought 
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creatures, to ſupplicate him for ſpiritual ſtrength, 
and for divine illumination ; which cannot be 
more effectually done, or we more likeher to 
ſucceed in it, than in the words of an inſpired 
apoſtle ; That the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Father of glory, would give unto us the 

ſpirit of wiſdem and revelation, in the knowledge 

of bim, that the eyes of our under/tandings being en- 
tightened, we may knew what is the hope of cur cal- 
| ling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheri- 
tance in the ſaints, and what is the exceeding great- 
neſs of his power to us-ward, who believe according 
to the working of bis mighty power, which he wrought 
in Chriſt, when he raiſed him from the dead, and 
ſet him at his on right hand in heavenly places that 
we might be ſirengthenea with bis ſpirit in thezinner 
man; that Chriſt may dwell in cur hearts by faith, 
| that wwe may be rooted and grounded in live, may be 
able to comprehend with all ſaints, what is the breadth 

and length, and depth, and height, and to know the 

love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge. 

K 2 


Having 


brought to maintain them, have you not done as a mathema- 
tician looks over a demonſtration formerly made, to refreſh 
his memory, not to ſatisfy his doubts ? If you have thus ex- , 
amined, it may appear marvellous to ſome, that you have 
ſpent ſo much time in many parts of thoſe ſtudies, which 
have reduced you to this heQtic condition, of ſo much heat 
and weakneſs ; but if you have not thus examined, it muſt 
be evident to all, nay to yourſelf, on the leaſt cool reflection, 
that you are ſtill, with all your learning, in a ſtate of igno- 
rance.” For knowledge * can produce knowledge, and 
without ſuch an examination of axioms and facts, we can 
have none about inferences. This ſerves to ſet the complaint 
about time, and the ſhortneſs of human life, in a very 
ridiculous, but true light. We then, inſtead of thus loſing 
our time, and diſtracting ourſelves with theſe diſputes, — 
; a 
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Having now ſhewn the purport of this dif. 
courſe, and that the duties peculiar to chriſtia- 
nity, if we would reap the fruits of them, and the 
benefits annexed to them, we mutt extend them 
to their utmoſt deſign ; to improve our facrifice 
of prayer, and praiſes to obedience, our ſet times 
of faſting to humiliation, and inward contrition 
to increaſe an utter hatred of fin, and an hearty 
love of every chriſtian grace, and moral virtue, 
The myſtery of redemption is made up of va - 


rious parts, in union of which, ſuch evident 


marks of wiſdom appear, as the rational mind, 
unleſs enflaved by luſt, or warped by prejudice, 
muſt be raviſhed into ſubmiſſion. The inten- 
tion of which was, to render men hke angels in 
holineſs, that they may be really ſo in bleſſedneſs. 
It approaches near to madneſs, not to believe the 


truth of the goſpel, but it is madneſs of an higher 


kind, and much more prodigious, to pretend to 
believe it, and yet live in contradiction to its 
precepts, and in contempt of its authority, as if it 
were a mere fable. In the revelation of Jeſus, 
every thing is formed with ſuitable tendencies, 
to deliver man from ſpiritual thraldom, and re- 


{tore hum to his natural freedom, and tohis priſtine 
luſtre; 
act more prudently and conſiſtently with ſound reaſon, to 
employ our precious moments, in reſtraining the violence of 
appetite, in vanquiſhing the overbearing force of prejudice, 
and in following things that make for peace, and things 
wherewith we may edify one another. The religious per- 
formance of which, and ſpreading univerſal love and bene- 
volence amongſt men, will be of infinite more advantage 
to them, than ſtudying thoſe undeterminate points, or be- 
ing acquainted with thoſe ſpeculations, which leave no time 
or opportunity to prepare for that awful change, which for 
ought we know, may not be far ſrom every one of us, 


1 


luſtre ; even that which gives the greateſt umbrage, 
and is moſt offenſive to ſenſe, the meanneſs of our 
ſaviour's perſon, and the ignominious inſults and 
miſeries to which he was expoſed, correſpond with 
his main deſign, to check the exorbitant claims of 
appetite; to render the minds of men holy, and 
their affections heavenly. And though God has 
no need of us, yet we helpleſs beings ſtand in con- 
tinual need of him, and can do nothing without 
him, and the prevailing influences of his ſpirit ; 
which diffuſe: ſaving health and ſtrength through 
our ſouls, and makes all our faculties vigilant, and 
our intellectual ſpirits chearful. So that while 
we are ſerving God, in aſcribing the honour due 
unto him, and reverencing his ſacred name, we 
are in reality ſerving ourſelves. God who is in- 
finitely happy in himſelf, and was fo before we 
ever exiſted, needs not the ſervices of his crea- 
tures, to augment his inconceivable greatnefs, or 
to preſerve or heighten his felicity. Our goodneſs 
will be no acceſſion to his happineſs, nor our wick- 
edneſs any diminution of his glory. The joint obe- 
dience of angels and men, is of no advantage to 
God, nor can the oppoſition of ungrateful rebels, 
depreciate or leſſen his internal and eternal bleſ- 
ſedneſs. F thou be righteous, what givelt thou him, 
or what recetveth he at thine hand? If thou finneſt, 
what dolt thou again/t him; or if thy tranſgreſſions 
be multiplied, what doft thou unto him? Were we 
ſenſible of God's everflowing goodneſs, and that 
all thoſe reſplendent excellencies, which lie ſcat- 
tered among the creatures, from the higheſt ſeraphin 
heaven, to the loweſt worm upon earth, are ema- 
nations from that gracious being, who is an in- 
| exhauſtible 
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exhauſtible ocean of everlaſting fulneſs, we ſhould 
be ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, and with the moſt 
intenſe admiration. Theſe weighty arguments 
ſhould induce us, who are turned from 1dols, to 
ſerve the living and true God, to comply with the 
ends and aims of the divine appointments, and to 
watt for his Son from heaven, whom he raiſed from the 
Dead, even Feſus, «who delivered us from the Wrath 
to come. If we are thus aſſiduouſly engaged, in 
tranſcribing the divine excellencies, and perfec- 
tions into our tempers, which are ſo many ſhining 
characters of the divinity, our religious contem- 
piations will be vaſtly improved, and our devout 
thoughts of God ſo enlarged, that we ſhall act 
in conformity to him, and live in intimate friend- 
ſhip and complacency with him. So that what- 
ever we do beſides, if theſe momentous and eſ- 
ſential things be neglected, our beſt concerted 
ſchemes will be inſignificant, and rejected with 

indignation, and the utmoſt abhorrence. 
Secondly, another uſe we ſhould make of this 
diſcourſe is, to encourage perſeverance in holineſs, 
and perfect ſubmiſſion to the divine diſpoſal, 
whatever our lot or portion may be, or we never 
ſhall be fit for that kingdom, where there are 
no fierce or furious ſpirits, but all is ſweetly mild, 
and perfectly harmonious. Not that I ſuppoſe 
grace made void, or the promiſe made of none 
effect, by the ſudden ſurprize of paſſion, or let- 
ting fall ſome haſty expreſſion, nor by thoſe un- 
avoidable trailties, which keep cloſe to us, and 
cannot be ſeparated from us, while we dwell in 
tabernacles of earth, and are united with fleſh 
and blood. God acts the part of a tender father, 
and 
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and not as a fevere and arbitrary judge, but ſpares 
us, as a man ſpares his own ſon, that humbly 
ſubmits to his authority, and confeſſes his faults. 
The goſpel does not require unſinning obedience, 
nor an over ſcrupulous exactneſs, which too of- 
ten drives men into deſpair, and hurries tender 
minds into deſperation, but provides indulgence 
for relenting and returning penitents. As God 
pardons us upon our repentance, and real refor- 
mation, ſo he accepts our ſincere and unfeigned 
endeavours to pleaſe and honour him, becauſe he 
delights in mercy, and in ſhewing compaſſion. This is 
the voice of God in the evangelical covenant, [ 
will be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs,and their fins 
and iniquities Twill remember no more. No, bis loving 
kindneſs is from everlaſting to everlaſting, and the 
covenant built upon it, is more firm than the pil- 


lars of heaven, or the foundations of the earth. 


This ſupported the pſalmiſt in his dying hours, 
in his laſt bitter conflict with death, that univer- 
fal tyrant, that God had made an everlaſting cove- 
nant with him, ordered in all thi ngs well and ſure 


for his ſalvation. Fur this is the covenant I will 


make with the houſe of Iſrael, faith the Lord, Iwill 


put my laws in their minds, and write them in their 


hearts, I will be to them a God, and they ſhall be to 


me a people. Good men are enabled to perform 


the conditions, which are ſpecified, and required 
in the goſpel, and to which immortal life and 
everlaſting happineſs is promiſed and unchange- 
ably fixed. "They have no reaſon to be frighted, 
nor perplexed with anx1ous fears, or of being 
overcome, or vanquiſhed by the ſtrongeſt temp- 
tations, ſo long as they keep near to God, and 

- follow 
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follow the direction of their celeſtial guide, and 
ate defended by their heavenly guardian. For 
though they may be traduced and perſecuted 
fe- a while, yet they will net be caſt down, nor 
deſtroyed ; no, their righteouſneſs ſhall go forth as 
brightneſs,and their Safvation as a Lamp that burneth. 
God's ways are ſometimes very myſterious, and 
frequently of an unfathomable depth ; but not- 
withſtanding they are unſearchable, and his ſe- 
crets imperceptible, and paſt finding out, we have 
no reaſon to diſtruſt infinite ſecurity, or that 
God will no tfulfil his promiſes if we fulfil 
ours, and our moſt ſolemn engagements. The 
Lord will love ſuch as love bim, and ſtrengthen 
them on beds of languiſhing, and make all their beds 
in their ſickneſs. Fear not, ſays God to his church, 
for I am with thee, be not diſmayed, for I am thy 
God ; 1 vill trengthen thee, yea, Iwill upbold thee 
with the right band of my righteouſneſs. The pſalmiſt 
draws wonderful conſolation, andis amazinglyani- 
mated, from a rational aſſurance of God's care, and 
the protection of his providence, declares, in lan- 
guage the moſt emphatical, and words moſt expteſ- 
five, though I walk in the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
J will fear no evil, for thou art with me, and thy 
taff will ſupport me. The goodneſs of providence, 
is here celebrated, under the beautiful allegory 
of a ſhepherd's crook, and the diligent care of 
his flock, which is believers only comfort in 
trouble, and in the ſorrowful ſeaſon of affiiction, 

or when the heart is overcharged with grief. 
The thoughts of God's being with them, and 
that he continually watches over them, will 
abundantly relieve their diſtreſſed minds, and, 
wa even 


811 
even in the depth of miſery, will revive their 
ſinking hopes, and lighten the heavieſt burdens, 
Such as are thus divinely upheld, and live as un- 
der the divine ſuperintendency, walk agreeably to 
their holy vocation and heavenly calling, and 
may truly alurm, in the ſacred exclamation of 
Aſaph, Whom have I in Heaven but thee ? and tbere 
is none upon Earth that I defire beſides thee. For as 
the thirfly hart panteth after the waer brocks, fo 
thirſteth my ſoul afier thee, O God. This well- 
grounded perſuaſion, which uſually accompanies 
the pious exerciſe of virtue, and an immoveable 


faith in God's promiſes, will prepare us for every 


trying diſpenſation ; make us rejuice in all its diſ- 
treſſing ſcenes, as thoſe who have a hope beyond 
the grave. A hope that looks through this dark, 
and dreary vale of mortality,to the clear realms of 
light, and to the bright, and unextinguiſhable 


lights of eternity. Dreams of happineſs will no 


longer delude us, nor falſe appearances make any 
1mpreſſion on us; but our minds will be ſoaring 
aloft to thoſe celeſtial heights, where faith 1s 
turned into viſion, and into the perfect fruition of 
God himſelf ; where we ſhall diſcover the abſo- 
lute power, and univerſal excellency of the deity ; 
the beauty of holineſs, the perfection of wiſdom, 
and the boundleſs riches of meicy. The warm 

rays of divine grace, and the enlivening preſence of 
God, will exalt our oppreſſed hearts, will elevate 
our dejected ſpirits, aud produce ſuch refreſhing 

{prings of joy, as none can give nor deprive us of, 
but the author, and giver of every good and per- 
fect gift. And though theſe bleſſings be not diſ- 
cernable without, yet we ſhall feel that ſweet ſere- 
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nity and tranquility within, which will be of in- 
finite more worth, in the cxtremity of pain, and 
ſorrow, than all this pompous earth can afford or 
ſupply us with. Seneca a philolopher, and 
courtier, valued his being in the world only cn 
this account, that he might contemplate on the 
ſtarry heaven, He only faw the viſivle beauty 
of the firmament, but was ignorant of the glory 
within, and the way that leads to it, yet he, to 
our ſhame, ſays, that the fight of it made him 
defpile carth, and without the contemplation of 
the neavenly bodies, he eſteemed his cont.nuance 
in the world, but the labour and toil of a beaſt. 
But what tranſports would he have been in, had he 
known the coutrivance of redemption, the an- 
mirable order of its parts, and the beauty that 
reſults from the compoſition of the whole. 
Wherefore we who are acquainted with it, and 


the nature of Chriſt*: ſpiritual kingdom, and the 


path that leads directly to it, ſhould not reſt ſatis- 
fied with ſuperficial views, or tranſient glances ; 
but look to that within the vale, where Jeſus 
our forerunner is gone, and contemplate the re- 
fulgent light of glory, and the aſtoniſhing delights 


of paradiſe. I hey who can do this, may ele- 


vate their fouls to an higher fbation, and take 
from thence ſuch a proſpect of the world, as the 
ſecond >cipio took, in his dream from the ſeats of 


the bleſied, when the whole earth appeared fo 


little to him, that he could ſcarce diſcern that 


ſpeck of dirt, the Roman empire. Such a view 
as this, will through the medium of faith, diſ- 
pel the tottering fumes of preſumption, extin- 
guiſh the embers of ambition, and diſcover the 
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diminitiveneſs of earthly pomp and all its fading 
glory; by which means, we may perceive that no- 
thing ſhort of God, and what is agreeatle to his 
ſpiritual natute, can give reſt to our wandering 
deſires, or be an object proportionable to our 
ſouls, whoſe powers and capacities are fitted for 


an endleſs duration. Grace and goodneſs coun- 


tenanced by the deity, have a native inbred ma- 
jeſty in them, which removeth our moſt melan- 
choly apprehenſions, and which cauſeth the lace 
to ſhine ; borroweth not its luſtre from without, 


but from him, who is altogether lovely, and 


dwells in us by his ſpirit, and ſupplies the ratio- 
nal part of the creation, with every ſpiritual and 
temporal bleſſing. And though their brightneſs 
may for ſome time be eclipſed, and malice may caſt 
a daik ſhade thereon, yet ſuch as fear the divine 
omnipotence, and walk humbly with their God, 


hall ſee the Salvation of the Lord, and behold Sion in 
perfect beauty. Indeed this great globe itſelf, 


and all its guilded vanities, in compariſon of ce- 
leſtial glory, are but of little ſignification, and 
which we ſhould not be over fond of, or immo-— 
derately to delight in; for the faſhion of this world 
paſſes away, and will loſe its ancient grandeur, and 
all its beautiful and muſt exquiſite form. A few 


years or days more, we who are now performing 


our ſeveral parts, on this ſcene of action, muſt ſooner 
or later quit the ſtage, and never enter upon it 
any more: Neglected opportunities will never 
more return; new ones will never more be of- 
fered, or ever be in our power. Be not then in- 
different about this grand concern, but vigilantly 


employ our preſent moments in the ſublime and 
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invigorating exerciſe of piety and devotion, that 
we may embelliſh and adorn our lives with the 
holy dectrines of the bleſſed Jeſus. Being thus 
rationally actuated, and purified by the divine 
8 and influenced by this ſuperior agent, we 
all be an holy people, ſanctified and meet for 
the maſters uſe; and prepared for every good word 
and work: For when the dying hour comes, and 
we feel the ſentence of death in ourſelves, how 
mean and empty, will all thoſe expenſive amuſe- 
ments appear, which we were once ſo doatingly 
fond of, and vaiply took pleaſure in? how little 
ſatis faction and reflection will they then afford but 
the ſerious conſideration of virtue and a well con- 
ducted life, enlivened by the divine benediction 
and chearing rays of the holy ſpirit, will ſpring up 
afreſhoncveryreviewand the moſt ſurpriſiugemer- 
gencies. I heſe heighten the enjoyments of life, 
ſupport us under the bitter pangs and mortal ago- 
nies of death. Ihe clear proſpect of an eternal 
world, ſoftens the hard- dying pillow, ſcatters the 
dark neſs of the Grave, and opens the windows of 
heaven when the dazling luſtre of this world is 
fled and vaniſhed away as a dream, and its pe- 
riſhable furniture burnt up and deſtroyed. The 
works of faith and love will tiiumph over this 
wreck of nature, and accompany us to the bar 
of infinite juſtice, where we, through the me- 
diation of Jeſus, our all- ſufficient redeemer, ſhall 
hear that raviſhing and tranſporting tentence 
pronounced in our favour ; Come ye bleſſed child- 
ren of my father, inherit the kingdom, prepared 
for you from the founaation of the world, 1 aun 
not at raiſing an undue heat, or more than or- 
dinary 
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dinary warmth, which often borders upon en- | 


thuſiaſm, but at that cool reaſon which the goſ- 
pel addreſſes you with, to revive the 1pirit of re- 
ligion, that we may follow after righteouſneſs 
and receive not the grace of God in vain; but 
embrace effectually its heavenly doctrines, and 


receive with due cſtimation, with fervency of 


affection, with diligent application and ſuch ve- 
hemency of deſire and love as will ſanctify the 
Lord God in our hearts, and reform the vicious 
actions of our lives, and prepare our ſpirits for 
glory. It 1s not receiving the goſpel into our 
heads, nor difplayiny its excellencies with our 
tongucs, but into the inmoſt receſſes of our ſoul, 
or we ſhall never reach the celeſtial port, nor be 
admitted into that ſafe harbor. Would we be ſe- 
cure of theſe unſpeakable mercies, which are 
{o agreeable to our intellectual part, we muſt che- 
riſh the divine principle within, and no longer 
ſtifle its blefſed motions, but leave the ſhifting 
icencs of vanity and folly, and embrace the pre- 
ſent happy ſeaſon as a jewel of immenſe price; 
for he ſaith, I baue beard thee in a time accepted, 
and in the day of ſalvation bave I ſuccoured thee. 
Behold new is the. accepted time, behold now 1s 
the day of ſalvation. Wherefore let us not heſi- 
tate about it, but ſuppreſs our innate propenſion 
to vice, and encourage prudence, temperance, 
chaſtity, and fortitude : Becauſe virtue is the 
fortreſs of the ſoul, and that neceſſary diſpoſition 
of mind, which prepares and qualifies our ſpi- 
rits for future communion with God and his bieſ- 
{ed ſaints. in the ineffable realms of light, and 
in perfect bliſs. Heaven itſelf, with all its ſuper- 
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lative excellencies, without ſuch tempers and in- 
clinations as are ſuited to that ſacred manſion, 
would not only prove an uneaſy poſſeſſion, but it 
would alſo give great pain, and be an oppreſſive 
ani weariſome burden. Nay, without a taſte or 
reliſh virtue, we can never truly enjoy ourſelves, 
nor delight in the company of pure angels, or 
the ſpirits of thoſe, who are freed from the dregs 
of matter, and conſummated in holineſs. For 
what is virtue but heaven begun; and what is 
virtue but heaven finiſhed ? It recommends us to 
our creator, as it is his image and likeneſs ſtamped 
upon us, ſo it raiſes our fouls to greater dignity 
aud higher degrees of perfection: It wil: carry 
you through all the ſtreights and difficulties of 
life, and comfort you, in the deſolate hours of 
ſorrow, and at laſt fill you with joys inexpreſſi- 
ble, and delights that will never end. 

But ſuppoſing there is no life after this, and that 
his is the whole of our exiſtence, the peace and ſa- 
tisfaction that fl w from upright dealings and con- 
ſcientious practices, in this tiate of tumult and 
ſcene of diſtraction, is infinit-ly more preferable 
to men of probity thandiſorder, and contufion. The 
Paths of virtue and fidelity aie abundantly more 
ſafe and leſs liable to miſchief, and afford much 
greater ſecurity : They are freed from thoſe diſ- 
turbances, and the villainous ſchemes of deceit, 
and fraud, of injuſtice, and oppieffion, and ty- 
ranny, which ſo much abound in the world, and 
ſo annoy and diſtreſs its inhabitants. So that if 
you conſult reaſon, or regard your ſecular advan- 
tages, you cannot but be in love with them, and 
take far greater delight in them, than you can in 


pro- 
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profane courſes, or in therevels of debauchery. But 


the pleaſures that flow from religion, and the anima- 


ting recompence annexed to it, when our actions 
are directed to God's honour, will pull out the 
ſting of every trouble. Then may we joyfully 
hops, to wear that maſſive crown of glory which 
fadeth not away, and poſſeſs the treaſures of that 
kingdom which eternity will neither diminiſh 
nor deſtroy. This is that ſtate which gives ſuch 
inward ſweet repoſe, ſuch profound tranquility to 
the mind, that were it poſſible to be falſe, yields 


more preſ\cnt ſatisfaction than can all the pompous 


delights of the molt refined and elevated of earth- 
ly diverſions ; ſince then there is no ſtable or real 
happineis to be met with but in God; we ſhould 
ardently ſeek for it in him, who can only repleniſh 
our ſouls, and not in the drofly amuſements of 
{enſe, which ſometimes vex us even in enjoyment, 
andfrequentlyleave heavineſs and reſtleſneſs behind 
them. There is no part of the animal creation 
worth fixing our hearts and deſires upon; out- 
ward things have no ſtability in them; men are 
altogether ighter than vanity, their thoughts are 
ſo apt to waver, that they are not to be truſted to, 
or have abſolute confidence placed in them; their 
words which ſhould be as vehicles to convey uſe- 
ful inſtructions and mutual comfort to one ano- 
ther, often terminate in mere ſounds,or in promiſes 
never intended to be performed. Let us give 
good heed to ourſelves, and depend not on the 

flattery of men, nor on what they can pretend 
to, whoſe days paſs away as a ſhadow, or as the 
dark viſion of night, in which nature ſeems to be 
ſhrouded ; but no ſooner is her face unvailed and 
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the thickenin g ſhades dilappear, then the repre- 


ſentation vaniſhes, and roving imagination cca- 


ſes. 17 us then humbly 8 wait on God, in the 


5 of evangelical obedience, and ſhew our-, - 
*Taves 


Ives, zealous in his ſervice, and in ſupporting 


| the dignity of our poſſeſſion. For ye are a choſen ges 


zeration, a royal priefibood, an holy nation, à pecu- 


lier people, that ye may ſhew forth the praiſes of 


um, wlo hath called us out of darkneſs into his mar- 
 welous light, which in times palt were not a people, 


but are now the people of God, which had not ob- 
tained mercy, but new have obtained mercy; theres 
fore dearly beloved, I beſeech you as [trangers and 


Pilgrims, abſtain from fi:[hly luſts, which war a+ 
gainſt the foul, having.your converſation honeſt a- 


mong the Gentiles, that whereas they ſpeak againſt 


904 as evil doers, . they may by your works, which 


they ſhall behold, glorify God in the day of viſitation, 
I ſhall cloſe this diſcourſe with an excellent col- 
lect of cur ehurch. O almghty God, who alone 


 Canlt order the unruly wills and aftetions vf finfu! 


men, grant unto thy people, that they may live the 
thing which thou commandelt, and, aefire that 
which thou doſt promiſe, that ſo among he ſundry 
and manifold changes of the world, cur hearts may 


ſurely there be fixed, where true joys is to be found, 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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